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Shared Histories is a deep look into the junction of 
Witsuwit’en and settler dreams in the small northwestern 
town of Smithers, planted in a swamp at the base of a many-
named mountain. Shared Histories is really a collection of 
hidden histories revealing how generations of Witsuwit’en 

contributions to a community were excluded, sub-
merged, ignored. 

� is is just the most amazing, fabulous insightful book ever 
created on the face of mother earth. Bravo! Kudos. Praise be.

 —Jane Doe, Very Important Person

What a masterpiece! We have been waiting for this book for a 
long time and we’re all happy it is � nally here.

 —John Michell, another VIP

Tyler McCreary, born and raised in Smithers, is a professor 
of geography. He and his research team worked with many 
Witsuwit’en and settler families to bring these stories to 
light.
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WALK TO WITSET
Leaving Bulkley Valley Museum: 6:00 am
Lunch at Evelyn Hall: 12:00 pm
Ceremonial welcome outside Witset Multiplex: 4:00 pm

BALHATS & BOOK LAUNCH
All-Clan Feast at the Witset Multiplex, hosted by Dinï Ze’ 
Dinï Ze’ Ut’akhgit (Henry Alfred) of the Likhsilyu Clan.

•	 Guest seating starting at 4:00 pm
•	 Speeches and book launch 5pm onward
•	 Everyone welcome!

Shared Histories looks deeply into what happened at the 
intersection of settler dreams and Witsuwit’en reality in the 
British Columbia’s small northwestern town of Smithers. Planted 
in a swamp at the base of a mountain, this railway town tried to 
exclude the region’s � rst inhabitants. � is collection of hidden 
histories reveals how generations of Witsuwit’en made a place for 
themselves in town despite local, provincial, and national e� orts 
push them, and indeed all Indigenous peoples, to the fringes. 

Tyler McCreary, an assistant professor at Florida State University, was 
born and raised in Smithers. He and his research team worked with 
many Witsuwit’en and settler families to bring these stories to light.

Shared Histories is a new narrative and a new imaginary for all of 
Canada and it must be considered a primer for the ongoing journey 
of reconciliation—there is no arrival. I love this book. It is smart, has 
depth and scope, is beautifully written, and is solidly researched. We 
must know the pain and horror—the hard stu� —to appreciate the 
strength, resilience, determination, and relentless pragmatism of the 
Witsuwit’en peoples. � e future must be founded on the un� inching 
reality of the past. Treat this book as a friend and teacher, and it 
will nourish you with new stories as it draws from the past.

— Val Napoleon
Law Foundation Professor of Aboriginal Justice and Governance
Faculty of Law
University of Victoria
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ABOUT THE BOOK

When Smithers was founded in 1913, a primarily 
Witsuwit’en Indigenous community known as 
Indiantown developed at its fringes. Indiantown 
was a vital node of Witsuwit’en life in Smithers 
for more than half a century, until development 
pressures eventually led to its destruction. 
Using archival and oral history sources, Shared 
Histories  documents Witsuwit’en-settler 
relations in Smithers from 1913 to 1973. It is 
written by Tyler McCreary and published by 
Creekstone Press.

Join community leaders and residents of all ages and backgrounds for a walk from  
Smithers to Witset (Moricetown) in the spirit of friendship, learning and a shared future

Saturday, September 8, 2018

Walk
WitsetAlhk’ikh Ts’ ëdilhto

creekstonepress

More Details on Facebook


