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Submission Summary 

1.0  Scope & Approach 

1.  The Office of the Wetôsuwetôen (OW) presents this submission to British 

Columbia  Environmental Assessment Agency  (BC EAO) . This submission is a 

component of the Wetôsuwetôen response in respect of the proposed Coastal GasLink 

pipeline project within Wetôsuwetôen territory.  

2.  The Wetôsuwetôen are stewards of the land. They are here to protect their 

traditional territories and to ensure that future generations of Wetôsuwetôen are able 

to live and benefit from all that their ancestral land provides. The Wetôsuwetôen are 

not opposed to commercial and economic development on their traditional territories 

as long as the proper cultural protocol is followed and respect given. The 

Wetôsuwetôen insist that every effort is made to ensure the protection of their 

traditional territories from environmental damage.  

3.  The purpose of this Wetôsuwetôen submission is to provide a high level view 

and identification of Wetôsuwetôen rights, title, practices, and values in the proposed 

energy project corridor, and also to identify potential impacts to these rights, title, 

practices, and values. The proposed corridor, including its resources, was 

traditionally occupied by Wetôsuwetôen Clan and House members, who exercised land 

and stewardship rights, prerogatives, and responsibilities; these Wetôsuwetôen 

traditions continue into the present.  

4.  190 km of the proposed Coastal GasLink  Project, from Honeagh Bin  in 

Yextsowiten  territory to Uyenii in Lho Kwah, lie within Wetôsuwetôen Territory over 

which the Wetôsuwetôen maintain Aboriginal Title and Rights.  In relation to the 

Coastal GasLink project, Wetôsuwetôen territory is overlaid from Kilometer Post (KP) 

424 to KP 614 . 

5.  The Wet'suwet'en are an Athabaskan c ulture related to inland Dene groups 

and speak a unique dialect, which they share with the Nat'oot'en or Babine people. 

The Wet'suwet'en are a matrilineal society organized into a number of exogamous 

clans. Within each clan are a number of kin based groups  known as Yikhs, often 

referred to as House groups. Each House group is an autonomous collective that has 

jurisdiction over one or more defined geographical areas known as the House 

territory.  

6.  Within the context of Wetôsuwetôen society, this ownership is considered to be 

a responsibility rather than a right. Hereditary Chiefs are entrusted with the 

stewardship of territories by virtue of the hereditary name they hold, and they are 

the caretakers of these territories for as long as they hold the name. It is  the task of 

a head Chief to ensure the House territory is managed in a responsible manner, so 

that the territory will always produce enough game, fish, berries and medicines to 

support the subsistence, trade, and customary needs of house members. The Hous e 

is a partnership between the people and the territory, which forms the primary unit 

of production supporting the subsistence, trade, and cultural needs of the 

Wetôsuwetôen. 

7.  There is strong evidence in support of Wetôsuwetôen title to the area through 

whi ch the  proposed pipelines would pass. Its strength is confirmed by 

Delgamuukw/Gisdaywa v. The Queen (Delgamuukw )  court case. As the Supreme 

Court of Canadaôs decision in Delgamuukw  made clear, Aboriginal title is based on 

and informed by the Aboriginal peo pleôs special attachment or relationship to the 
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land.  The Wetôsuwetôen's special relationship to the land,  grounds and affirms our 

title.  The Wetôsuwetôen express their special relationship through how we organize 

ourselves on the land, though our govern ance system, our laws, feast, clans, 

houses, chiefs, our people's identification with the territory through our crests, 

Kungax, totem poles, and Bahtôlats. Individually and together these expressions of 

our special relationship to the land are integral to our distinctive Wetôsuwetôen 

culture, and our title includes exclusivity and incorporates present -day needs.  

8.  Our Aboriginal title provides us with the right to occupy and use the land 

exclusive of all others. It provides us with an exclusive right to decid e whether and 

how land and resources will be occupied and used according to our cultural values 

and principles, exclusive not only of Coastal GasLink  and its investors but also of the 

BC EAO.  It provides us alone ï exclusive of Coastal GasLink  and its inv estors -  with 

right to develop and benefit from the economic potential of our land and resources.  

Development and use that is irreconcilable with the nature of the Wetôsuwetôen's 

special attachment to the land is precluded.  Wetôsuwetôen title is inalienable and 

cannot be transferred, sold or surrendered to anyone other than the Crown.  

9.  The Wetôsuwetôen have never relinquished or surrendered Wetôsuwetôen title 

and rights to the lands and resources within Wetôsuwetôen territory and continue to 

occupy and us e the lands and resources and to exercise, enjoy and depend on 

existing title and rights within our territory. We have an inherent right to govern 

ourselves and our territory according to our own laws, customs, and traditions. This 

was affirmed in the Supr eme Court of Canada Delgamuukw  decision.  

φȢτ  7ÅÔȭÓÕ×ÅÔȭÅÎ &ÉÓÈÅÒÉÅÓ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ 

10.  The Wetôsuwetôen occupy the vast majority of the Bulkley watershed and the 

northwestern portion of the Nechako drainage. The Bulkley River is a major tributary 

to the Skeena R iver and flows into its left bank at Hazelton, BC, 285 km upstream of 

the mouth. Nechako River flows into the Fraser River at Prince George. These 

salmon watersheds are among the great salmon production areas of the North 

Pacific and along with freshwater fish, have sustained Wetôsuwetôen since time 

immemorial.  

11.  The salmon fishery is and always has been a central focus of the Wetôsuwetôen 

sustenance and trading economies. In the Nechako drainage ï principally the 

Endako and Nadina rivers ï sockeye and chino ok were available for harvest. In the 

Bulkley drainage, chinook, sockeye, coho, pink and steelhead stocks were fished 

along with the anadromous eel, lamprey.  

12.  The large -scale utilization of the abundant and predictable salmon stocks 

formed the foundation o f the economy. Arrangements for management of the fishery 

are deeply interconnected and woven into the fabric of Wetôsuwetôen culture. These 

management tools allow for optimal utilization of the salmon resource that was the 

core of the economy. They enable  the fishery system to adapt to the variability of 

natural situations and conditions.  

13.  These modes of management effectively facilitate allocation and regulation of 

the fishery, while encouraging habitat protection. In assessing the results of 

traditional fish management, it is a matter of record that Wetôsuwetôen salmon 

fisheries left a fish resource that was diverse and healthy at the advent of the Fraser 

and Skeena commercial fisheries in the late 19th century. Wetôsuwetôen Hereditary 

Chiefs have continu ously utilized their system of governance management 

throughout history as was stated and recognized in Delgamuukw . The Crown and the 
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proponent will infringe upon that governance system by imposing and allowing the 

proposed pipeline.  

14.  Sockeye is the most de sirable fish for the Wetôsuwetôen owing to a fat content 

that facilitates smoke -drying. They are fished heavily until sockeye needs are met, 

which typically signal the beginning of berry picking and high country hunting. Major 

sockeye harvest and processin g locations include Hagwilget Canyon, Moricetown 

Canyon, Morice Lake outlet, Nanika River outlet, Bulkley Falls, Maxan and Bulkley 

lake outlets, Nadina River, and at the outlet of Endako River downstream of Burns 

Lake. Following the disastrous Fraser Canyo n slide in 1913, harvesting effort of the 

Endako and Nadina rivers sockeye was transferred to Bulkley sockeye stocks. Pre -

contact sockeye catch abundance is speculative as to exact numbers; however, 

Wetôsuwetôen oral histories clearly note that salmon were abundant and runs were 

annually reliable.  

15.  Early industrial development on the British Columbia coast saw the 

development of many new canneries, including in 1870 and 1877 the first 

commercial salmon canneries on the Fraser and Skeena rivers respectively.  Thirty 

years later, as markets were developed and investors looked for a certain return on 

their capital, fourteen canneries supported by a fleet of 870 fishing boats were in 

operation on the Skeena. In 1907, the Skeena canned salmon pack totaled just ove r 

159,000 cases of which two - thirds were sockeye; this required a catch of 

approximately 1.6 million.  

16.  From the Wetôsuwetôen perspective, there are aboriginal rights grounded in 

the Canadian Constitution with government obligations to protect and maintain  

water, wildlife, and fish , and their habitats. The potentially serious adverse impacts 

and proposed infringements by the proponent and the federal government to 

Wetôsuwetôen fish, their  habitat, and associated water quality and quantity issues are 

cause fo r concern by  the Wetôsuwetôen people. 

χȢτ  7ÅÔȭÓÕ×ÅÔȭÅÎ &ÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ &ÉÓÈ (ÁÂÉÔÁÔ 

17.  Eleven Wetôsuwetôen territories drain into the northwestern portion of the 

upper Fraser Basin, all via the Nechako River. These territories all support 

anadromous salmon or fresh water fish populations. Anadromous fish include chinook 

and sockeye salmon, while freshwater fish include white sturgeon, kokanee, burbot, 

lake trout, mountain whitefish, suckers, northern pikeminnow, dace, sculpin, lake 

trout, Dolly Varden, chub, and rain bow trout.  

18.  The Wetôsuwetôen sockeye stocks in the upper Fraser watershed include 

Endako River sockeye and the four Nadina River sockeye subpopulations. Upper 

Fraser chinook are composed of the Endako River and Nadina River runs. All these 

salmon stocks ha ve been greatly affected by a series of specific habitat alterations, 

mostly consisting of effects to water quality and to stream channels with impacts to 

holding, migrating, spawning, incubation, and rearing habitats. Endako River 

sockeye are rated a t ver y high risk of extirpation,  the Endako River sockeye stock is 

considered functionally extinct; however, it is suspected that in some years several 

pairs of sockeye from this population may spawn downstream of Shovel Creek in the 

Endako River.  

19.  Wetôsuwetôen concerns due to diminished  Fraser salmon abundance center on  

two major factors: 1) the 1913 rock slides in the Fraser Canyon that obstructed 

salmon migration for 32 years until the fishways were installed in 1945; and 2) the 

average 80% annual harvest rate  since 1900 on Fraser Early Summer runs from 

intensive commercial coastal mixed -stock fisheries.  
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20.  In 2006, the Nechako white sturgeon populations were officially designated as 

endangered under the Federal Species at Risk Act (SARA). Over the past century, 

white sturgeon populations have been reduced by over - fishing and construction of 

Kenney Dam in 1952, and the subsequent reduced annual flows by ~50%, reduced 

annual peak flows, and increased sediment supply from the 1961 Cheslatta River 

avulsion. The relat ive sturgeon abundance between 1812 and 1950 and the 

population decline resulting from European settlement and commercial overfishing  is 

documented. A recovery planning process was initiated for Nechako white sturgeon 

by the province of British Columbia in  September 2000. The recovery planning 

process outlines actions believed necessary to recover and protect Nechako white 

sturgeon.  

21.  Wetôsuwetôen have significant concerns regarding the well-being of the 

sockeye and chinook stocks, and the freshwater resident  fish and their habitats in 

the upper Fraser Basin, which would be further affected by pipeline construction or 

operational sedimentation and/or spring run -off . 

22.  The three current Wetôsuwetôen sockeye stocks in the Bulkley watershed 

include Morice Lake sock eye with the Nanika River and Morice and Atna Lake 

subpopulations, the Bulkley Lake sockeye stocks with the Bulkley and Maxan 

subpopulations, and sockeye stream spawners in the Morice and Bulkley rivers and 

their tributaries.  Wetôsuwetôen Knowledge documents three sockeye stocks that are 

now extinct including the Toboggan Lake, the Owen Lake, and the Lamprey Lake  

rearing subpopulations.  The Bulkley  sockeye salmon stocks have been greatly 

affected by a series of habitat alterations , which mostly effect  wat er quality and 

stream channels and have  impacts to holding, migrating, spawning, incubation, and 

rearing habitats.  

23.  In addition, the abundance of Wetôsuwetôen sockeye salmon has been 

significantly diminished by an average 60% harvest rate since 1880 on Ske ena 

sockeye runs from intensive Alaskan and Canadian commercial coastal mixed -stock 

fisheries. This relatively high exploitation rate has had adverse effects on the Bulkley 

sockeye stocks in regard to abundance , rearing environment s, and productivity.  

24.  Mor ice sockeye are the largest and most important sockeye stock in the 

Bulkley Basin. Morice -Nanika sockeye were a large part of the Wetôsuwetôen food 

fishery for at least the last 6,000 years. Relatively large Wetôsuwetôen fisheries 

targeting these sockeye w ere conducted at Tse Kya (Hagwilget Canyon), Kyah Wiget 

(Moricetown Canyon), and to a lesser extent, Tsee Gheniinlii (Morice Canyon), Bii 

Wenii Côeek the (Morice-Owen confluence), Lhet Liiônun Teezdlii (outlet of Morice 

Lake), and Neenekeec (Nanika River).  

25.  The abundance, productivity, and carrying capacity status of Morice sockeye 

are rated as poor.  The current decline of Morice -Nanika sockeye due to high 

exploitation rates and low -productivity issues in Morice Lake has deeply impacted 

the Wetôsuwetôen  and their culture. The Morice -Nanika Sockeye Recovery Plan 

appears to be stalled due to a lack of strategic direction and commitment. Morice -

Nanika sockeye are rated as threatened and will become endangered if limiting 

factors are not reversed.  

26.  The upper Bulk ley sockeye stocks ï Maxan and Bulkley ï are in imminent 

threat of extirpation  resulting from lack of escapement due to high exploitation rates 

in the coastal mixed -stock fishery and degraded habitat. These upper Bulkley 

sockeye stocks require a recovery p lan. The Food Social and Ceremonial (FSC) 

fishing moratorium by Wetôsuwetôen of the Morice-Nanika and upper Bulkley sockeye 

stock is a start in recovery; however, mixed -stock fisheries and habitat management 
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issues require management intervention by the fe deral and provincial agencies along 

with the Wetôsuwetôen. The current abundance, productivity, and carrying capacity 

status of upper Copper sockeye is rated as stable.  

27.  Morice chinook spawning and rearing habitats are currently intact and the 

relatively p roductive stock is considered stable. Upper Bulkley River chinook 

abundance is thought to have been diminished by heavy exploitation rates in the 

coastal mixed -stock fishery, and to have been adversely affected by habitat 

modifications prior to the 1950s. The upper Bulkley chinook stocks are rated as 

threatened and require a recovery plan initiative. Wetôsuwetôen have concerns 

regarding the diminished upper Bulkley coho abundance and the degraded state of 

their spawning and rearing habitat, rating them as o f special concern. Morice coho 

abundance is depleted and sensitive to human activity and natural events. Morice 

coho are rated as of special concern and may require recovery planning.  

28.  There are no Wetôsuwetôen concerns regarding pink salmon abundance levels 

or habitat issues. Morice steelhead abundance and productivity are considered 

stable. There are issues with steelhead abundance and their habitat in the upper 

Bulkley with their status currently considered uncertain , due to insufficient 

information.  

29.  Futu re key threats to the well -being of Endako, Nadina, Bulkley, and Morice 

salmon and their habitats include: proposed development such as the Coastal 

GasLink pipeline creating additional cumulative impacts; continuing lack of habitat 

management, particularly  in the upper Bulkley drainage; mixed stock coastal and in -

river fishing leading to over fishing the small, less productive populations; and 

changing river and ocean conditions that are linked to global climate change . These 

conditions  could be expressed i n poor freshwater and marine survival rates and 

increased incidence of disease in adult spawners.  

4.0  Potential Environmental Impacts  

30.  Wetôsuwetôen title is a right to the land itself, therefore any proposed pipeline 

development will impact Wetôsuwetôen title. The most significant environmental 

effect of the project would be due to construction activity; the most significant risk is 

geohazards  impacting the proposed pipelines.  Creating access into a pristine  

environment of the Burnie/Clore region is unaccep table to the Tsayu and 

Laksamishu Clan s.  

31.  In 2007, the Wetôsuwetôen, in collaboration with BC, established the Morice 

Water Management Area (MWMA) as a component of the Morice Lands and Resource 

Management Plan (Morice LRMP). The Morice Water Management Ar ea includes the 

upper part of Morice River drainage, as well as the Burnie and upper Clore systems. 

The Morice LRMP states, ñThe desired outcome is to ensure that the habitat and 

water quality supporting salmon and other fish is not negatively impacted.ò 

32.    The MWMA was created to secure to the integrity of Wetôsuwetôen lands and 

water resources  and represents a significant compromise by the Wetôsuwetôen whose 

interests extend throughout their entire territory. The intent is to provide the 

maximum amount of security for sustaining water quality and quantity necessary for 

the health and wellbeing  of the Wetôsuwetôen, as well as the protection of the salmon 

and other fish in the area and the aquatic life on which they depend.  Losses to 

habitat or hydrological integrity are expected to be addressed promptly through 

restoration activities.  
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33.  The Wetôsuwetôen are deeply concerned about the Coastal GasLink Project due 

to potential significant effects to Wetôsuwetôen territory. Similar to the federal 

Canadian Environ mental Assessment Act , BC has a statute (the Environmental 

Assessment Act or ñBCEAAò) that mandates environmental assessments of 

ñreviewable projectsò, which include Coastal GasLink . The assessment leads to a 

report from the BC Environmental Assessment Off ice (ñEAOò) that is then delivered 

to the relevant ministers, who must either issue an environmental assessment 

certificate including with conditions , or refuse one, or require more assessment.  

34.  The BC EAO is required to take actions that promote sustainabl e development 

and thereby achieve a healthy environment and a healthy economy . The 

Wetôsuwetôen view the BC EAO process as limiting due to:  a mandate to receive 

information on Wetôsuwetôen rights and title, but no mandate to address or resolve 

critical iss ues regarding rights and title . 

35.  Significant effects from disturbed habitat increases stress, disease, mortality, 

and impede  growth, reproduction, survival, recruitment, and production. This is a 

serious concern, an infringement of title, and a breach of We tôsuwetôen law.  One of 

the critical issues in this regard is the cultural imperative that sufficient resources be 

available at the House territory level. This is a central tenet of Wetôsuwetôen 

governance or Inuk Nuatôen (ñOur Own Law). 

36.   The Wetôsuwetôen their Hereditary system of governance when looking at 

their 38 house territories, each House group is unique in dealing with their specific 

House territory, therefore, must be reviewed individually.  

37.  This does not fall within the regulatory process, and was  never addressed by 

the Crown nor the Proponent.  Identification and discussion of Wetôsuwetôen 

governance structures per house territory that link the community to the territories 

is missing. Direction towards inclusion of Delgamuukw/Gisdaywa  court recorde d 

evidence of our uses and system of governance has been to no avail.  

 

38.  Overall, ML/ARD is a serious concern with adverse effects on aquatic 

resources and downstream biological communities. Once initiated, ML/ARD can 

persist for thousands of years, causing ecological damage and incurring technically 

challenging, multimillion -dollar cleanup costs.  

39.  The Application and its supporting documents do not provide critical 

geological and geochemical baseline and predictive data with clear interpretations 

and conclus ions in regard to ML/ARD. This lack of data and the current inadequate 

status of meteorology, water quality, and surface and subsurface hydrology 

information need to be addressed. They are integral to the overall ML/ARD 

evaluation and risk assessment for t his project.  

40.  Any ML/ARD generation by man -caused development in Wetôsuwetôen 

territory is unacceptable. The Coastal GasLink Pipeline approach regarding 

understanding and management of ML/ARD is irresponsible. The Wetôsuwetôen are 

deeply concerned about po tential significant effects from ML/ARD to Wetôsuwetôen 

territory and resources as it shows clear disregard for Wetôsuwetôen values and 

impacts on their rights and interests.  

41.  It is noteworthy and significant that Coastal GasLink  proposed route will go 

thro ugh areas in Wetôsuwetôen territory already affected by acid rock drainage 

including at  Owen Lake and Equity Mine site.   These areas have been  significantly 

impacted already and this would increase the risk of further impacts on the 
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Wetôsuwetôen ability to exercise their aboriginal rights.  These areas are significant 

Wetôsuwetôen territories upon which the Wetôsuwetôen have traditionally relied upon 

and continue to rely for their resources. The adverse impacts of the Equity Mine site 

on Wetôsuwetôen resources has demonstrated to the Wetôsuwetôen that when 

developments such as this occur, they are literally and figuratively left to deal with 

the fallout on their land.  

42.  The proposed pipeline would be vulnerable to terrain stability issues, surface 

water issu es, and catastrophic events such as forest fires that could damage pipeline 

integrity or cause explosions due to pipe leakage.  Slope stability, surface water 

issues, and catastrophic events pose significant threats to the proposed pipeline 

project through out large portions of the 190 km corridor, which would overlie 

Wetôsuwetôen territory.  

43.  Destructive landslides of various types are common in Wetôsuwetôen territory 

and have the potential to deform the proposed pipeline and cause major ruptures. 

These incl ude the slump earth flows on the Morice River Forest Service Road, which 

have been commonly occurring since the road was built in the late 1950s. Some of 

the latter slump earth flows are a result of subsurface glaciolacustrine material, 

which is similar to  glaciolacustrine deposits west of Owen Creek through to Lamprey 

Creek. The lack of adequate information describing or characterizing how existing 

terrain and geohazards, including subsurface deposits, would potentially affect the 

proposed project is a ser ious deficiency regarding assessing and understanding 

potential adverse effects. It is understood that seismic events could potentially 

activate subsurface glaciolacustrine deposit movement, particularly if burial of the 

pipeline cut into and allowed seepa ge into the glaciolacustrine material.  

44.  The results of the Wetôsuwetôen review of the Application indicates that CGL 

may have underestimated the impacts of streamflows, particularly the 100 year 

flood values on proposed project components such as the pipel ine and roads. Wilford 

recorded 83 debris flood events over the last fifty years on eight of the alluvial fans 

south of Gosnell Creek. These flood events caused shifting stream channels and 

erosion and have posed considerable road maintenance challenges ov er the last 

fifteen years. These same alluvial fans would be crossed by the proposed pipeline. 

The Wetôsuwetôen consider this type of planning for the proposed pipeline to be 

unacceptable.  

5.0   Inadequacy of Coastal GasLink Application  

45.  The Coastal GasLin k Project, Application is inadequate as to the amount of 

environmental detail and context presented  and  clearly does not describe potential 

significant effects on lands and resources. The Application does not reflect 

Wetôsuwetôen values and the reality of our cultural landscape. Wetôsuwetôen rights 

and interests and Wetôsuwetôen Knowledge are important components to the 

Application, but have not been identified or discussed.  

46.  Recommendation by the Office of the Wetôsuwetôen for the proponent to 

review and a ccess the Delgamuukw/Gisdaywa tra nscripts and affidavits towards 

Wetôsuwetôen Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Use were not followed.  The 

Office of the Wetôsuwetôen says that, rather than do an ATK study, it commissioned 

a Rights and Title analysis wh ich is consistent with the Wetôsuwetôen position before 

the Courts in Delgamuukw v. The Queen , the  Inter -American Commission on Human 

Rights and in its efforts at treaty negotiations.   The Wetôsuwetôen are far beyond the  

Traditional Knowledge Study stage which they worked on prior to the Delgamuukw 

trial commenced in 1987.  
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47.  It should be noted that, in assessing the Wet'suwet'en strength of claim in the 

course of the Pacific Trails Pipeline environmental assessment, the B.C. EAO arrived 

at a conclusion witho ut making any findings or conclusions regarding the existence 

of Aboriginal title .  

48.  Do not confuse the duty owed prior to proof of title with the duty owed in the 

face of proven title. The Supreme Court of Canada has made it clear that with 

respect to the infringement of aboriginal title, ñin most cases, it will be significantly 

deeper than mere consultation [and some cases] may even require the full consent 

of an aboriginal nationò 1The assumption that this process óaffordedô deep 

consultation is misleadin g in that the Courts have made it clear that the issues of 

each aboriginal nation need to be addressed and, the projects impacts is generalized 

over the whole pipeline and not specific impacts to the Wetôsuwetôen 

49.  The Application and Working Group meetings were  not straightforward or 

explicit, frequently uses terms such as: where practical, where feasible, when 

possible, as needed , and may be established. These terms do provide certainty to 

the Wetôsuwetôen and are inappropriate language for a project description and 

environmental assessment process.  

50.  The Application as presented is immature and obviously needs much more 

detail developed in order to address Wetôsuwetôen rights, including title, and 

interests. Despite two years of negotiation efforts between th e Wetôsuwetôen and 

Coastal GasLink Pipeline, Wetôsuwetôen recommendation of the Alternate Route was 

unsuccessful . The Wetôsuwetôen view this as a loss of cooperation  by the proponent, 

which demonstrates a disregard for Aboriginal rights and title.  

51.  The Appl ication does not address the current status of Wetôsuwetôen land and 

resources result ing from  150 years of settler activity. Development has created 

various stressors, which have impacted aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems and 

adversely impacted water, fis h, wildlife, plants and Wetôsuwetôen cultural heritage. 

Given those impacts, the Application has not integrated or balanced neither 

sustainable development nor precautionary approach initiatives. Coastal GasLink has 

not integrated or balanced these legally  established principles thus avoiding 

cumulative impacts to Wetôsuwetôen land and resources, to the cultural institutions, 

and to the cultural well -being.  

52.  Wetôsuwetôen rights and interests and Wetôsuwetôen Knowledge are important 

components to the Applicat ion, but are missing. Discussion of traditional and current 

uses of lands, waters, and resources a s well as  the sites and features of the 

landscape associated with such uses is absent altogether. Identification and 

discussion of Wetôsuwetôen governance structures that link the community to the 

territories is missing. Wetôsuwetôen cultural heritage including archaeological sites is 

not described  due to the lack of due diligence into reviewing the 

Delgamuukw /Gisdaywa  transcripts and affidavits .  

53.  Cultural heri tage resources, including traditional use and archaeological sites, 

are non -renewable and of high significance to the Wetôsuwetôen. There have been 

extensive impacts to Wetôsuwetôen cultural heritage and the threshold of cumulative 

loss has been exceeded. In the past, Wetôsuwetôen have documented a wealth of 

knowledge concerning their cultural heritage, conducted training for resource 

                                                           

1
 Delgamuukw v. The Queen [SCC] par. 168   
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developers, and established land and resource planning management directions 

(objectives, measures, and targets) over the te rritory in order to protect, conserve, 

maintain, and manage these resources.  

54.  There has been no known consultation at general or specific levels by 

government or the proponent regarding Wetôsuwetôen cultural heritage. The 

Application is deficient in not sp ecifically describing Wetôsuwetôen cultural heritage 

and potential adverse effects from construction and operation of the proposed 

project. The Wetôsuwetôen note their cultural heritage facilitates exercising a variety 

of their rights.  The proponent was di rected by the Wetôsuwetôen to utilize 

Delgamuukw/Gisdaywa  transcripts and affidavits for Traditional Use and Traditional 

Knowledge.   

55.  Because provincial agencies and Coastal GasLink have not consulted with the 

Wetôsuwetôen, areas considered of special concern and of high consequence are 

currently unknown to the proponent and therefore not presented with meaningful 

potential effects assessment . Consequently,  effects to Wetôsuwetôen rights and 

interests are not fully identified.  

56.  The aquatic baseline informat ion and effects assessment, and habitat 

compensation plans are inadequate by not providing sufficient data to enable the 

Wetôsuwetôen to determine technical and feasible aspects or the potential success of 

mitigation measures. The Application has not even come close to meeting these 

requirements within Wetôsuwetôen territory.  

57.  There is a lack of easily understood information in regard to fish presence and 

abundance data, fish habitat quantity and quality data, riparian structure, condition 

and value related  to stream crossings by the proposed pipeline, transmission lines, 

and roads. There is no known Fish Habitat Compensation Plan (FHCP). Due to this 

insufficient information, the Wetôsuwetôen are limited in assessing and determining 

potential adverse effects .  

The Supreme Court of Canada has stated the following, oft quoted, principle:  

ñEnvironmental impact assessment is, in its simplest form, a planning tool. It is now 

generally recognized as an integral component of sound decision -making.ò [Friends 

of the O ldman River Society v Canada (Minister of Transport), [1992] 1 SCR 3 at 71. 

Also see Bow Valley Naturalists Society v Canada (Minister of Canadian Heritage), 

[2001] 2 FC 461 at para 17]  

58.  As you review  the environmental assessment that will form part of your  

report, you should consider arguments of insufficiency. There is nothing wrong with 

incorporating additional environmental information into project planning as it 

becomes available. A sound planning exercise should embrace and take advantage 

of all opport unities to do so.  

Aboriginal Title: the Office of the Wetôsuwetôen say that:  

a)   The Wetôsuwetôen Hereditary Chiefs were plaintiffs in Delgamuukw;  

b) What the Court said was that Aboriginal title confers upon its holder the exclusive 

right to decide land use, exclusive of provincial and federal governments and thus of 

third parties such as Coastal GasLink ; who rely on permits from the federal or 

provincial governments;  

c) .  The uses to which the Canada may put Aboriginal title lands are thus 

infringements of the right and as such cannot proceed absent constitutional 

justification;  
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d) .  The Wetôsuwetôenôs case for Aboriginal title is strong and was not rejected by 

the Supreme Court of Canada in Delgamuukw.  

 

59.  Coastal GasLink  has a lot to say about consultation . Treating Aboriginal title 

as it does shows a failure to appreciate the special purpose of consultation in the 

face of Aboriginal title. As the Supreme Court of Canada made clear in Delgamuukw , 

because Aboriginal title ñencompasses within it a right to choose to what ends a 

piece of land can be put,ò the Crown has a duty, when contemplating a title 

infringing activity, to seek ñthe involvement of aboriginal peoples in decisions taken 

with respect to their lands.ò  

 

60.  Consultation in the face of Aboriginal ti tle is directed at involving the people 

who have the prior and constitutional right to decide how the land is used in those 

Crown decisions with infringing effects. As the Court also made clear, it is not open 

to the Crown to treat an Aboriginal communityôs decisions about its lands as 

irrelevant and never, including when they are opposed to a project, of any force and 

effect. 2 

61.  This is no known information regarding potential effects from construction and 

operation impacts on Food Social and Ceremonial (FSC ) fishing and its values. FSC 

fishing values are considered priceless and any impacts to them are unacceptable. 

There is no known information regarding Wetôsuwetôen commercial fisheries within 

the territory. Fraser River and Skeena River anadromous and fre shwater fish stocks 

are for the most part characterized as fluctuating at diminished levels of abundance 

due to accumulated impacts affecting the stock, their habitats, and their ecosystems 

components.  

62.  Information presented regarding the aquatic setting an d potential adverse 

effects from the project is either incomplete or missing. This severely hampers 

Wetôsuwetôen efforts to assess and determine potential effects, and consequently, 

the nature and severity of these potential effects on aboriginal rights in cluding title.  

63.  There is no known information presented in the Application regarding the 

current Wetôsuwetôen harvest and use of traditional plants including trees, their 

barks, and roots.  There are no known studies by the proponent characterizing the 

quant ity of Wetôsuwetôen plants of significance or of special concern, and where 

cumulative loss through previous development has impacted the House members 

and territories which would be intersected by the proposed project.  

64.  The proposed project will have direc t effects on wildlife, wildlife habitat loss 

through clearing and fragmentation, indirect habitat loss through sensory 

disturbance, changes in wildlife movement and access, and changes from increased 

mortality.  

65.  The Coastal GasLink Application assessment of  the environmental effects of 

the proposed project is limited in regard to direct and indirect effects, reversible and 

irreversible effects, and cumulative effects. Highly valued Wetôsuwetôen lands, 

resources, and cultural elements, which are integral to c ultural continuation have 

                                                           

2
 Delgamuukw, para. 168. 
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been stressed to varying degrees from previous Euro -Canadian settlement and 

development activities.  

66.  Because the baseline information is inadequate and serves as the foundation 

of the Application impact assessment, impacts are cle arly not known, and mitigation 

measures are unknown and uncertain at the best. Further unknowns include residual 

effects and their significance, as well as cumulative environmental effects. In 

summary, the environmental and socio -cultural -economic assessme nts are weak 

and inadequate and unacceptable to the Wetôsuwetôen and limit their ability to 

assess potential adverse effects to their aboriginal rights.   

6.0  Traditional Land and Resource Use 

67.  Wetôsuwetôen territories sustained home places and resources for 

Wetôsuwetôen House group members for approximately the last 10,000 years, with 

traditional use features or memories covering the landscape. Subsistence activities 

were tightly interwoven with the social structure, the local landscapes, and the 

broader re gional environment. Detailed knowledge and understanding of the 

environment, the characteristic of each resource, and the seasonal variation in 

abundance and availability were necessary to the chiefs and House members for 

making decisions about what, where , and when different resources were to be 

harvested.  

68.  The Wetôsuwetôen traditionally followed general patterns of seasonal 

movement based on the harvesting of various species such as animals, fish, berries, 

and plants. The nature and unique features of Wetôsuwetôen use and occupation of 

their territories is captured by what many refer to as the seasonal round. The 

Wetôsuwetôen would live on House territories with their extended family to hunt and 

trap animals, as well as gather berries during the autumn, win ter and spring 

months.  

69.  The calendar of harvesting activities among the Wetôsuwetôen follows the 

changing round of the seasons and the cycles of birth and growth on the land and 

waterways. During certain seasons, we would move to different locations for we eks 

or months at a time to harvest resources needed for survival during the winter. Any 

impediment to these activities is seen as an infringement to Wetôsuwetôen culture. 

70.  The feast/bahtôlat is central to Wet'suwet'en society and government. As 

acknowledged  in Delgamuukw , the feast has a ceremonial purpose but is also used 

for making important decisions. Today, chiefly titles are passed on in the feast. 

Importantly, the feast confirms the relationship between each House and its territory 

and confirms the bou ndaries of each territory. The feast operates as a forum in 

which Wet'suwet'en law is both enacted and upheld. It is through the feast that the 

various houses and clans interact at an official level. Territories are important to the 

feast, as the host clan  gathers goods and food for the feast from its territories.  

71.  Each chief is responsible for the lands and resources within his or her 

territory. The institutions of the Wetôsuwetôen ï namely, clans, houses, and chiefly 

titles ï are integrally related to the  feast system and to the laws of the 

Wetôsuwetôen. They determine how Wetôsuwetôen territory is owned and used, and 

they provide the structure of Wetôsuwetôen government. Each chief must manage, 

conserve, and harvest the resources on his or her territory.  

72.  In addition to impacts to Wetôsuwetôen fisheries, there would be adverse  

effects to terrestrial resources from the construction and operation of the Coastal 

GasLink  project. Currently, the Wetôsuwetôen can hunt and trap animals all year 
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round. However, th e majority of hunting and trapping takes place from April to 

December. Some Wetôsuwetôen have a personal preference to avoid hunting in the 

spring when animals are born. The main animals the Wetôsuwetôen hunt and trap as 

a food source are moose, deer, and bear. The smaller game the Wetôsuwetôen also 

hunt and trap as a source of food or fur include marmots, beaver, snowshoe hares, 

muskrats, squirrel, marten, weasel, lynx, groundhogs, and blue grouse.  

73.  A diverse array of plant species is used by the Wetôsuwetôen for food, for 

medicine, and for technological purposes. Plant foods include green vegetables, 

fruits and berries, inner bark ïcambium, roots and rhizomes, mushrooms, and a few 

beverages. Medicines are derived from plant leaves or foliage, roots, and inn er barks 

from  a variety of species. Materials used to maintain the culture include fibrous 

plants, wood, and dyes and pigments.  Wetôsuwetôen used about sixty  plants  for food 

most of which are commonly harvested in forest or woodland settings. Currently, 

some plants are intensively harvested, processed, and sold into North American and 

offshore markets.  

74.  Impacts to Wetôsuwetôen traditional land and resource use would be 

significant from the proposed pipeline. Also important are impacts to the 

Wetôsuwetôen people and their cultural heritage that would be significantly affected 

by the proposed pipeline construction and operation.  

75.  Wetôsuwetôen territories continue to be at the center of Wetôsuwetôen life and 

culture. The territories remain somewhat healthy, tho ugh they have suffered a 

century of abuse. Fish form the basis of Wetôsuwetôen sustenance and culture. 

Wetôsuwetôen title and the integrally associated system of governance rely upon the 

relationship between the house group and the house territory. Healthy  territories 

and healthy waterways are integral to feasting, and feasting is integral to the 

Wetôsuwetôenôs identity and distinctive culture. 

76.  In the context of the proposed Coastal GasLink Pipeline Project, it is 

important to consider the cumulative effect s on the territories to date. It is the 

Wetôsuwetôen position that the additional impacts posed by the pipelines project 

would irreversibly and seriously damage territories and a people that have already 

been made vulnerable by development in the form of m ines, forestry, pipelines, 

railways, highways and other roads, agriculture , and the privatization of lands. The 

BC EAO need to consider this project in light of the current state of Wetôsuwetôen 

territories and of the Wetôsuwetôen people.  

77.  The territories that could be directly and indirectly impacted by the proposed 

pipeline are integral to Wetôsuwetôen identity, governance, traditional practices of 

hunting and gathering, and the passing on of traditional knowledge to future 

generations. Any impact to thes e vital aspects of Wetôsuwetôen culture is an impact 

to Wetôsuwetôen title.  

78.  Coastal GasLink activities would undoubtedly impact all Wetôsuwetôen but 

especially, hunters, trappers, fisher s, and plant gatherers. In Wetôsuwetôen, the word 

for the land is Yintakh . Yintakh  incorporates not only the physical environment, 

animals, plants, water, geography, but the human world as well. Yintakh  

understands all parts of the territories as interconnected and related to a greater 

whole. If the physical territories are  harmed, then the Wetôsuwetôen social world is 

harmed as well.  

79.  Our people have been killed by epidemic and disease. Our language has been 

taken from us, cultural practices have been made criminal, and our children have 

been sent to residential schools. We  have been and continue to be the target of 
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racism and physical, sexual, and emotional abuse. Though recent years have seen 

successes in some land claims and rights negotiation, non -natives and the 

government are still reluctant to address longstanding ine qualities resulting from 

these violent histories. It is the Wetôsuwetôen position that the current consideration 

of the Coastal GasLink Project be made in light of these cumulative social and 

cultural impacts.  

80.  If Coastal GasLink  is granted rights in Wetôsuwetôen territory, such as the 

right to enter onto and acquire land, and the right to construct a pipeline, this will be 

a clear infringement of Wetôsuwetôen title and other rights on unceded lands, which 

will cause harm to the rightful owners of each speci fic territor y.  

7.0  Conclusion 

81.  The Wetôsuwetôen have never relinquished or surrendered Wetôsuwetôen title 

and rights to the lands and resources within Wetôsuwetôen territory and continue to 

occupy and use the lands and resources and to exercise existing ti tle and rights 

within the territory. We have an inherent right to govern ourselves and our territory 

according to our own laws, customs, and traditions. This was affirmed in the 

Supreme Court of Canada Delgamuukw decision.  

82.  In regard to the proposed Coasta l GasLink pipeline project, the Office of the 

Wetôsuwetôen, on behalf of potentially affected communities and members, has 

carefully assessed the proponentôs regulatory Application. The assessment results 

indicate that major key components related to the Application are in deep conflict 

with core Wetôsuwetôen laws and values. 

83.  Neither the Province of British Columbia nor its agencies, such as the BC EAO, 

nor the proponent Coastal GasLink , have disclosed information with any depth of 

understanding regarding p otential direct and indirect impacts on the aboriginal title 

and rights to the Wetôsuwetôen. The Wetôsuwetôen, who have constitutionally 

protected rights, have determined that the proposed Coastal GasLink project will 

have further significant environmental  effects and cumulative impacts that include: 

loss and deterioration on lands and resources, unlawful infringement of our rights, 

and deterioration of our health and community well -being.  

84.  Recommendations by  the Office of the  Office of the Wet ôsuwet ôen were not 

adhered to, such as utilizing Delgamuukw/Gisdaywa Court transcripts and Affidavits; 

Alternate routing through the Mc Donnell Lake area that would avoid major cultural 

values to the Wet ôsuwet ôen.  Considering the magnitude of cumulative environmental 

effects on Wet ôsuwetôen and the lack of recovery plans or strategies to address those 

effects , as well, the lack of Crown ïWetôsuwetôen title, rights, and interests 

reconciliation, the Wetôsuwetôen and the Office of the Wetôsuwetôen protests and 

rejects the Coastal GasLi nk Application.  

85.  The Province of British Columbia nor its agencies, such as the BC EAO,  nor 

the proponent can suggest to trust them and their technology to somehow protect 

our aboriginal rights and title.   

86.  With respect, that is what the Wetôsuwetôen have been told since the first 

white settler fenced the lands where the late Johnny Davidôs father lived in the late 

1800ôs.  This is what was promised by Equity Silver when they opened the mine 

overlooking Goosly Lake which is a critical area for the Wetôsuwetôen.   This is what 

has happened since the Supreme Court of Canada urged the Wetôsuwetôen to 

negotiate a resolution of their title with the Crown in 1997.   The promises have 
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continued but the devastation of our lands and resources have continued without 

any long lasting protection and agreement with the Crown.  

 

87.  It is the Wetôsuwetôen position that both the Coastal GasLink Project and its 

BC EAO process  pose serious and irreversible infringements to Wetôsuwetôen title and 

rights.  In accordance with Wetôsuwetôen law and authority, the thirteen 

Wet'suwet'en Hereditary Chiefs assert our Wet'suwet'en title to our entire territory, 

including the area through which the proposed pipeline would pass.  

88.  The Wetôsuwetôen Chiefs are: 

Chief KloumôKhun (Alphonse Gagnon) 

Chief Smogelgem (Gloria George)  

Chief Nedabees (Warner William)  

Chief Samooh (Herb Naziel)  

Chief Hagwilnegh (Ron Mitchell)  

Chief WahôTahôKwets (Frank Patrick) 

Chief WahôTahôkeght (Henry Alfred) 

Chief Namôoks (John Ridsdale)  

Chief Wigitamschol ( Dan Michell)  

Chief Kweese (alternate Bill Naziel ï Mutt)  

Chief Madeek (Jeff Brown)  

Chief Gisdayôwa (Dr. Alfred Joseph) 

Chief Woos (alternate Darlene Glaim ï Gyoloôght) 
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1.0 Scope & Approach 

1.1 Introduction 

89.  The Office of the Wetôsuwetôen (OW) presents this submission to the British 

Columbia E nvironmental Assessment Office (BC EAO) . This submission is a 

component of the Wetôsuwetôen response in respect of the proposed Coastal GasLink 

project within Wetôsuwetôen territory.  

90.  The Wetôsuwetôen are stewards of the land. They are here to protect their 

traditional territories and to ensure that future generations of Wetôsuwetôen are able 

to live and benefit from all that the ir ancestral  land provides. The Wetôsuwetôen are 

not opposed to commercial and economic development on their traditional territori es 

as long as the proper cultural protocol is followed and respect given. The 

Wetôsuwetôen insist that every effort is made to ensure the protection of their 

traditional territories from environmental damage.  

91.  The Wetôsuwetôen have faced much adversity since the arrival of the first 

Euro -Canadian settlers. Despite helping the Euro -Canadian settlers establish 

railways, farms, rural and urban centers, the Wetôsuwetôen have been continually 

forced off of their traditional territories. Canadian institutions such  as organized 

religion, residential schools and industry have also taken their toll. However , the 

Wetôsuwetôen continue to pursue their seasonal round activities through accessing 

the resources provided by the land.  

92.  Although the  Wetôsuwetôen continue to pr actice their rich culture, they are 

increasingly being forced away from their territories  on which their culture depends . 

They are involuntarily forced to abandon access to their once abundant resources 

that have sustained them since time immemorial. The f orced abandonment is the 

result of continual development of agriculture, forestry, mining, roadways, rural and 

urban expansion  and now pipeline proposals . The forced abandonment associated 

with these types of development are seen in the contamination cause d by :  

herbicides; chemical dust suppression on unpaved roads; contamination from mining 

various mineral deposits; the destruction of animal habitats through clear cuts as 

well as rural and urban development ; and the contamination of water and soil from 

oil  spills . 

93.  This submission looks at the proposed Coastal GasLink Pipeline project  

through a holistic perspective derived from  the Wetôsuwetôen world view of Yintahk, 

whereby everything is connected to the land. What a ffects one area will affect all 

others. T his approach has been taken in this submission  because it allows the 

Wetôsuwetôen to fully express themselves in accordance to their own culture. 

94.  The proposed Coastal GasLink Project would involve the construction of an 

approximately 650 km 48 inch (1,219 mm) diameter natural gas transmission 

pipeline from an area near the community of Groundbirch (approximately  40 km 

west of Dawson Creek, BC) to the proposed LNG Canada export facility in the District 

of Kitimat, BC).  The proposed pipeline, would cross thro ugh 190 km of Wetôsuwetôen 

territory. In addition, proposed associated infrastructure  includes, but is not limited 

to pump stations, transmission lines, access roads, staging areas, and campsites .  
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95.  The provincial government of British Columbia has stated it will rely upon the 

consultation efforts of the proponent and the BC EAO process, to the extent possible, 

to assist in meeting the duty to consult. This  effectively means the Wetôsuwetôen is 

presented with the call to make a decision regarding the propose d project, as well as 

ensuring that any decisions are respected by the Crown and the proponent. It is 

unclear how the BC EAO and Crown consultation processes overlap, what types of 

consultation components and their specifics have been delegated to the prop onent 

and to the BC EAO, and how these are meaningful to the constitutionally mandated 

Crown ïWetôsuwetôen consultation process. 

96.  With respect to Wetôsuwetôen title specifically, a Provincial decision for the 

exploitation and use of our title lands for the b enefit of Coastal GasLinkôs proposed 

pipeline is itself an infringement of our title related property rights under Canadaôs 

constitution and international human rights law.  

97.  The Wetôsuwetôen consider that a decision British Columbia makes regarding 

the prop osed pipeline mandates the reconciliation of pre -existing Aboriginal 

sovereignty with assumed Crown sovereignty and imposes a duty of honourable 

consultation and accommodation on the Crown. As a result, the Crown must 

complete its consultation with Office of the Wetôsuwetôen in a way that fulfills the 

duty, before making a decision on the project.  

98.  The British Columbia Environmental Assessment Office (BC EAO), has a 

statute (the Environmental Assessment Act or ñBCEAAò) that mandates 

environmental asses sment s of ñreviewable projectsò is conducting an environment 

assessment of the project. For the assessment, environmental effect can be defined 

as:  

ñEnvironmental effectò means, in respect of a project;  

a) any change that the project may cause in the environmen t, including 

any change it may cause to a listed wildlife species, its critical habitat or 

the residences of individuals of that species, as those terms are defined in 

subsection 2(1) of the Species at Risk Act,  

   b) any effect of any change referred to in paragraph a) on  

(i) health and socio -economic conditions;  

(ii) physical and cultural heritage;  

(iii) the current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes by 

Aboriginal   persons;        

(iv) any structure, site or thing that is of historic al, archaeological, 

paleontological or architectural significance, or  

c) any change to the project that may be caused by the environment, 

whether any such change or effect occurs within or outside Canada.  

 

 

1.2  Wetôsuwetôen Interest 

99.  190 km of the propose d Coastal GasLink Project, from Honeagh Bin in 

Yextsowiten  territory to Uyenii in Lho Kwah, lie within Wetôsuwetôen Territory over 

which the Wetôsuwetôen maintain Aboriginal Title and Rights.  In relation to the 
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Coastal GasLink project, Wetôsuwetôen territory is overlaid from Kilometer Post (KP) 

424  to KP 614 . 

100.  The Office of the Wetôsuwetôen has registered in the BC EAO process in order 

to implement a component of Wetôsuwetôen Governance, specifically to express or 

clarify:  

Ç the constitutionally mandated Crow nïWetôsuwetôen consultation process;  

Ç the Crown ïWetôsuwetôen consultation process as may be appropriate during 

the BC EAO process such as potential impacts or indirect effects of the 

proposed project to Wetôsuwetôen rights and interests; and  

Ç Crown ïWetôsuwetôen consultation, as may be appropriate, regarding issues 

related to the Coastal GasLink  project that fall outside the scope of the BC 

EAO and other regulatory processes for the Project.  

101.  With these objectives in mind, the Office of the Wetôsuwetôen presents this 

submission centered around  potential direct and indirect impacts of the proposed 

project on  Wetôsuwetôen interests.  The Wetôsuwetôen are concerned about any 

potential effects on Wetôsuwetôen lands and resources, including cumulative effects 

on Wetôsuwetôen Rights and Title and potential impacts to Wetôsuwetôen cultural 

heritage, Wetôsuwetôen socio-cultural structure including governance, and 

Wetôsuwetôen fish, wildlife, vegetation,  and  territorial values.  

1.2.1  Purpose 

102.  The purpose of this Wetôsuwetôen submission is to provide a high level view 

and identification of Wetôsuwetôen rights, title, practices, and values in the proposed 

energy project corridor, and also to identify potential impacts to these rights, title, 

practices, and values. The propo sed corridor , including its resources , was 

traditionally occupied by Wetôsuwetôen Clan and House members, who exercised land 

and stewardship rights, prerogatives, and  responsibilities; these Wetôsuwetôen 

traditions continue into the present.  

103.  This submissio n evaluates the proposed pipeline corridor, overlying 

ecosystems, and cultural practices in order to determine preliminary potential 

impacts to Wetôsuwetôen traditional and current uses, harvesting activities, economic 

development, cultural values, and cul tural connections to our lands, including 

Wetôsuwetôen Knowledge. This submission  does not constitute a traditional use 

study .  

1.2.2  Approach 

104.  Wetôsuwetôen territory includes the majority of the Bulkley River drainage and 

the northwestern headwaters of th e Fraser Basin. Prior to assertion of sovereignty 

by the British Crown over our territory, the Wetôsuwetôen exclusively used and 

occupied the Bulkley and northwestern Fraser watersheds and we continue to assert 

and exercise exclusivity. The proposed pipeli ne will cross Wetôsuwetôen territory as 

shown in Figure 1  
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Figure 1. Wetôsuwetôen Territory in relation to the proposed pipeline. 

 

105.  We continue today to occupy and use the lands and resources within our 

territory  and affirm our constitutional but ignored right to exclusivity . The rich 

resources contained therein have sustained a vibrant and wealthy Wetôsuwetôen 

society and an elaborate trading economy. We have continued to govern ourselves 

and the lands and resources in accordance with our cultural practic es, customs, 

traditions, values, and teachings.  

106.  Through good faith negotiations with the Crown, we the Wetôsuwetôen intend 

to reconcile our pre -existing title, rights, and interests with the assertion of Crown 

sovereignty.  A necessary corollary of this is  interim engagement in meaningful 

consultation with the aim of addressing Wetôsuwetôen interests and concerns.  

1.3  Wetôsuwetôen Territories Crossed by Proposed Pipeline 

107.  The proposed Coastal GasLink  pipeline enters Wetôsuwetôen at Gilseyhyu (Big 

Frog)  ter ritory at KM 424. The territory is managed by the House Group called the  

Yexsowwiten (Thin House)  and the territory is called Honeagh  Bin (coded as G05)  

and is shown in Figure  2.   Starting at Neetaa Bel (unnamed peak  on government 

maps), the boundary runs south along the height of land and crosses Tchesinkut 

Creek about ı mile upstream from the confluence  at Ceste Kôet (Tchesinkut Lake), 

and continues southeast along the height of land east of Peace Lake to Niitaagh B in 

(Francois Lake),  the boundary contin ues southeast, crosses the lake to the height of 

land southeast of Alligator Point, here it runs southwest to the height of land south 

of Biit Ndeet (Binta Lake) , and Wapoose Lake . 

108.  The boundary  then runs northwest and southwest along the height of land to 

Dayeez cha Dze (Dayeezcha Mountain), and continues west along the height of land 

to Weleeghsôaay (unnamed hill on government maps), then runs west for 

approximately 3 miles, then runs north along the height of land west of Talgheez B in 

(Tatalrose Lake), th en northeast along the height of land west of Talgheez kw e 

(unnamed creek on government maps), to Niitaagh B in (Francois Lake), the 

boundary then crosses Niitaagh B in (Francois Lake), passing through an unnamed 

island to the north shore, then runs north al ong the height of land south of Nes Tsee 

Dizdlee Kw e (Allin Creek), and crosses the creek about 3.5 miles upstream from the 

confluence of Nes Tsee Dizdlee Kw e (Allin Creek), and Beech Creek and runs 

southeast and northeast along the height of land south of  Tasdleegh Tlôenlii (Maxxan 

Creek) to Namox Bedzel (unnamed mountain on government maps), here the 
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boundary continues east along the height of land to Uyenii (unnamed hill on 

government maps), and continues east along the height of land north of Ceste Kôet 

(Tchesinkut Lake) back to Neetaa Bel (unnamed peak  on government maps).  

Other lakes not mentioned were Dekôaayzii Bin ( Takysie Lake ) ; Westman Lake; Moss 

Lake; Snowflake Lake; Spencha Lake; Murdock Lake; Sedge Lake; Dze KeôNeekuz 

Bin ( Bickle Lake ) ; Tatalas ka Lake; Clatlatiently Lake; Octopus Lake; Mollice Lake; 

Anders Lake; Shaeffer Lake; Mulvaney Lake; Lower Allin Creek; Evans Creek; Ceste 

Kôet Tlôenlii (Tchesinkut Creek ) ; Baker Creek; Honeagh Kw e (Uncha Creek ) ; 

Dekôaayzii Kwe (Takysie Creek ) ; and numerous  marshes and swamplands 

throughout.  

  
Figure 2. Honeagh Bin Territory and the proposed pipeline route.  

 

The proposed Coastal GasLink pipeline next enters Wetôsuwetôen Laksilyu (Small 

Frog) territory.  The territory is managed by the House Group called the Ginehklaiyex  

(House of Many Eyes) , and the territory is called Tselh Kôiz Bin (coded as L05)  and is 

shown in Figure 3. The waterways within this territory are as follows: Tselh Kôiz Bin 

(Burns Lake ); the southeastern half of Taatl'at Bin (Decker Lake ); Co -op Lake; 

Côeyes Taan Bin (Guyishton Lake ) ; Talts'ay Kwe ( Decker Creek ) forming the 

northwestern boundary of L05; Stearn es Creek; Tsôan Kwe (Tintage l Creek ) ; 

Wen'xeeni i Coo Kwe (Sheraton Creek , aka Poison Creek ); Xee Dles Kwe (l ower 

Shovel Creek )  forming th e northeastern boundary of L05; Gyindek Coo Kwa h 

(Endako River ) forming the southeastern boundary of L05; Eagle Creek; Gerow 

Creek forming the southwestern boundary of L 05; other features not mentioned 

were Ceste Kôet Tlôenlii (Tchesinkut Creek); Tseel Kôez Kwe (Sauls Creek)  and 

numerous marshes and swamplands throughout.  
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Figure 3. Tselh Kôiz Bin Territory and the proposed pipeline route.  

109.  As the proposed Coastal GasLink pipeline corridor moves westward, it would 

go through Wetôsuwetôen Laksilyu (Small Frog Clanôs) territory called Tasdlegh 

(coded as L04)  and shown in Figure 4. The territory is managed by the House Group 

Ginehklaiyex  (House of Many Eyes). Gyeh Ta Duhôk (China Nose Mountain )  is the 

only government named mountain in this territory  and is loca ted in the northwestern 

corner of L04. Other unnamed mountains are; Lepyaa Bedzel, Cenexw Dzel Tsôaay, 

Tsee Leegh Wedezkaan, unnamed mountain peak is Côeyiis Kôez. The waterways 

within this territory include  Tasdlegh Bin ( Maxan Lake ); Tset Teezdlii B in ( Bulkley 

Lake ) , Wiggins Lake, and Dloogh Tell Bin (unnamed lake on Government Map ) ;  

upper and lower Tasdleegh Kwe ( Maxan Creek ) ;  Xeex Ben Kwe ( Crow Creek ) ;  lower 

Caas Toogh He'kedeggus ( Foxy Creek ) ;  Xeex Ben Kwe (Crew creek), and numerous 

marshes and swamplan ds throughout.  

 

Figure 4 . Tasdlegh Territory and the proposed pipeline route.  
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110.  The proposed pipeline corridor then briefly enters a territory belong to the 

Wetôsuwetôen Laksamishu (Fireweed Clanôs) territory. The territory is managed by 

the House Group ca lled Tsaiyex  (Sun House) and the territory  is called Misdzi Kwa h 

(coded as S05)  and shown in Figure 5 . Mount Parrot (southwestern border) is the 

only mountain with a common name in this territory ; other government unnamed 

mountain is Lepyaa Bedzel, and mou ntain peaks of Tsee Ggexw Côen, and Tsee 

Delkôen. The waterways that are in this territory are Niitaagh Bin (Francois Lake), to 

the south; Dekôaay Teezdlii Bin (Lower Parrot Lake) to the northwest; Mesdzii Kwe 

(Parrot Creek) to the west; Tseeyl Tsôanlii (Poplar Creek); Dekôaay Yeez Kwe 

(Ramsay Creek); Parkland Creek; Dzilgii Kwe (Henkel Creek )  to the east; Biil Kôee 

Kwe (unnamed creek on Government Map); and the headwaters of Nes Tsee Dizdlee 

Kwe ( Allin Creek )  to the northeast; and numerous marshes and swam plands 

throughout.  

 

Figure 5. Misdzi Kwah Territory and the proposed pipeline route.  

 

111.  The pipeline would next enter the Wetôsuwetôen Tsayu (Beaver Clanôs) 

territory  called Talhdzi Wiyez  Bin (coded as T03) . The territory is managed by the 

House Group call ed Tsa K ôex Yex  (Beaver Lodge House) and is  shown in Figure 6. 

The waterways that are within this territory are Nelhdzi Tezdli Bin  (Goosley Lake);  

Aaleex Bin (Sam Lake); Tsee Zuul Ceek Bin (Lu Lake); Tloogh Teel Bin (unnamed 

Lake on government map); Gixsey u Bin (unnamed Lake on government map)  upper 

and lower Noe'lh Dzee Kwe (Buck Creek); Klo Creek, the headwaters of Caas Toogh 

He'kedeggus (Foxy Creek); Nes Tsee Dizdlee Kwe (Allin Creek) ; mountains and 

mountain peaks are as follows: Côenexw Dzel Tsôaay; Côetseexw Dzel Tsôaay; 

Neeôdex; Peaks: Côeyiis Kôez; Leetsleyes; Tsee Delkôen, and numerous marshes and 

wetland complexes . 
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Figure 6 . Talhdzi Wiyez  Bin Territory and the proposed pipeline route.  

 
 

112.  As the proposed pipeline corridor continues westward to the n orth of Taky's 

Klenlee (Upper Parrot Lake) , it would briefly skirt along the inside of the 

southeastern edge of the territory belonging to another Wetôsuwetôen Gitdumden 

(Bear Clanôs) territory. The territory is managed by the House Group called 

Anaskaski (Where it Lies Blocking the Trail)  and  called Tsôin Kôozôay (coded as W06) 

and shown in Figure 7. Dsu'hl te'hl (Mount Morice) is the only mountain in this 

territory. It is located at the southeastern area of W06. The main waterways that are 

within W06 are Dzixgii B in (Silverthorne Lake); Dzixgii Kw e (Silverthorne Creek); 

Noe'lh Dzee Kw e (Buck Creek); (Gwey D'uhk dzan lu) (Peacock Creek); Bob Creek; 

and numerous marshes and swamplands throughout.  

 

Figure 7. Tsôin Kôozôay Territory and the proposed pipeline route.  

 

113.  The proposed Coastal GasLink pipeline corridor would then come into contact 

with the southern bank  of the Morice River, where it encounters another 
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Wetôsuwetôen Gitdumden (Bear Clanôs) territory to the north of Pimpernel Mountain. 

The territory is managed by the Wetôsuwetôen House Group called Keexwinits  (House 

in the Middle of Many)  and  is called Bi Wini (coded as W04)  and shown in Figure 8. 

The mountains, which represent the territory boundaries of Bi Wini, are two 

unnamed mountain peaks to the ea st and west of the headwaters of Côeltay Toostan 

Kwe  (Houston Tommy Creek) form the northern boundary  of the territory ; Dsu'hl 

Te'hl (Mount Morice) and the north end of the Takaizyis Ridge the eastern boundary; 

and Tse Ka'hl Wa Deen (Poplar Mountain) and T se K'hag wa'le'h (Pimpernel 

Mountain) lie to the southwest.  

114.  The entire features of Nadeenah (Nadina Mountain) ;  Tsalit dsu'hl (Tsalit 

Mountain) ;  Neetsil K'han'hu (Owen Hill) ;  Silloep Hill ; and Winninyik Hill ï are found 

within the territory. The main water ways in Bi Wini are Biiwenii Bin  (Owen Lake); 

Taky's Klenlee (Upper Parrot Lake); Neuch Lake; Emil Lake; Goo'hht To uhk Bin 

(George Lake); Tanitzuzl Bin (Klate Lake); Tsalitpn Lake; Wedzen Kwa (Morice 

River); Biiwenii Kw e (Owen Creek); Côeltay Toostan Kwe (Houston Tommy Creek); 

Musdzee Kw e (upper Parrot Creek); Riddeck Creek; T'azdlii Kw e (Peter Alec Creek); 

Tanitzuzl (Klate Creek); Tseelet Tsôanlii (Puport Creek ) ; and Côee Welii Tsôanlii 

(Fenton Creek).  

 

 

  Figure 8 . Bi Wini Territory and  the proposed pi peline route.  

 

115.  As proposed, t he Coastal GasLink pipeline would cross the Wedzen Kwa h 

(Morice River) at the large bend of the river near the present day bridge crossing on 

the Morice West FSR. As it crosses, it would enter the territory belonging to the 

Gitdumden (Bear Clanôs) House Group called Cas Yex  (Grizzly House). The territory 

is called Lhudis Bin (coded as W02)  and shown in Figure 9. The mountains 

delineating  the territory boundaries of Lhudis Bin are the Morice Range to the 

northwest of Wedzen B in ( Morice Lake) ;  Hanging Glacier Mountain and Teezdlii Dzel 

(Nanika Mountain); Ob Peak , Snowcap Peak , Tenelghel (Redslide Peak) along the 

southeastern shoreline of Wedzen B in (Morice Lake); and Hondek (Smoke Mountain) 

and Tse K'hag wa'le'h (Pimpernel Mountain ) far to the east of Wedzen B in (Morice 

Lake). The entire feature of Mun Sk'y (Tableland Mountain) is in the southeastern 

portion of W02.  






























































































































































































