1Wet dsuwet den

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Voi ce

WCFS 1
NWCC FEAST & POLK 2
RAISING

Camp Caledonia 3
WUAJ 4in5
Wedzin Kwah 6
Natural Resources 79
Motions 10-11
New Employees 12

MORE CONTACT INFO:

PHONE: (250) 847-3630
FAX: (250) 847-5381

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:
3873 1ST AVENUE,

SMITHERS, B.C.
V0J 2N1
www.wetsuweten.com

WETSUWETEN

VOICE

TODAY, all Child and Family Services ar
guided by the laws, policies and proce-
dures of the Provincial (Ministry of Child
and Family Services) and Federally
through (INAC) Indian and Northern Affai
Canada. These services are seen in yol
communitiesd as So
Ministry of Child and Family Services
and/or Band Social Workers.

The vision of full jurisdiction over CHILD
and FAMILY services began decades ag
and in early 1990, this vision started to
be realized through the efforts of Lyndale
George who was completing her masters
program. It was at this time the leader-
ship entered into what is called Directive
20 dash 1, a federal program that dele-
gates authorities to FN to establish a
Child and Family Services under the poli
cies of the Provincial Child and Family
Services Act.

Wet 6suwet den el der
youth and professionals have worked tire
lessly to meet the requirements set out
the provincial and federal governments tc

develop a FN AGENCY. In 2002 Hag-
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wilget Village Council and Moricetown
Band both passed a band council resolu-
tion supporting the

move to the planning stages.

The creation of policies and guidelines,
data collection from communities to

count the number of children on and off
reserve; and cross referencing the level
of services being provided by the Minis-
try of Child and Family Services, and the
services through INAC. Despite the on-
going efforts and completion of the nu-
merous policies developed through the
Wet 6suwet den Agency
received by the Province of BC, we can-
not proceed with the planning until the
Wet 6suwet den
bers that truly reflect the number of
Wet 6suwet den Chi l
Moricetown and Hagwilget and the num-
ber of children and families that access
all levels of services through the Ministry
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of Child and Family Services. The rs
Wet 6suwet den have sou
meetings with the Min

for Children and Families and have con-
firmed meetings for September 26,
2011 to discuss the challenges of com-

pleting the planning process.

A very well experienced team have been
selected and brought together to move
forward with the technical and adminis-
trative work that is required to create a
service deliver plan that meets the

needs of our children, families and com-
munities; Bill Mackenzie, Allen Cum-
mings, Gretchen Woodman, Judy Walton
& Sandra George.
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NWCC GRAND OPENING PARTNERS
Wil TH WETOSUWETOEN
POLE RAISING EVENT

The celebration took
place at 3966 2nd
Avenue on September
23, 2011 T
events featured the
blessing and raising of
a 28-foot red cedar
totem pole, carved by
local artists Ron Aus-
tin and James Madam
and raised in partner-
ship with t
‘'wet 6en, and
nial feast with traditional First Nations
singing and drumming. Visitors were
able to take self-guided tours through
the Gold LEED designed-campus which
now features additional classroom space, wet and dry science labs, and a multi-purpose shop for
trades programs.

ANort hwest BC has a number
that require thousands of skilled workers, so the expan-
sion of the Smithers Campu me

better time, 06 says NWCC Pr
AThis beautiful facility w
educational needs of the region and | hope everyone will
come help us celebrate tha

The campus opened to classes earlier this year for the
- Spring and summer semesters fol-

N lowing the 18-month, two-phase re-

¥ newal and expansion project. In addi- &

tion to being a joint federal-provincial _

Knowledge Infrastructure Program

' (KIP) project, the renewal and expan-

sion work was also part of an overall ==

S $14-billion capital infrastructure pro-
| gram supported by the Province that

will create up to 88,000 jobs and help

build vital public infrastructure in

every region of B.C.

James Madam & Gail work-
ing together

Master Carver Ron Austin


http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?NHGN-LIGK-bl1MT9
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?NHGN-LIGK-bl1MT9

CAMP CALEDONIA CULTURE CAMP
AUGUST 812, 2011

Submitted by: Cinnamon Hollan@Camp Coordinator

We had 23 children in total from the ages-86. Originally this culture camp was aiming at our

Wet 6suwet 0en foster children; however, we o0on
cluded our urban Wetdsuwetden children. Di a
driver Delores Alfred was our Cultural advisor and Betty Tait was the camp cook.

Camp Outline: Our goal was to teach traditional Wet'suwet'en culturally related skills & knowledge
such as drum making, mini button blankets, medicine pouches & beading with Mabel Forsythe and
Del ores Al fred. We also focused on Wetdsuwe

cation and the awareness of bears, genealogy and drugs and alcohol abuse.

Camp Activities: Drum making, drum sticks, medicine pouches, mini button blankets, beading, bern
picking, making soapoerryicecr eam, camp games, volley ball,
sons, <circle meetings/elderds story telling

marshmallow roast and canoe riding.

Overall the camp was a success and we came together at the end to discuss recommendations fro
the children and camp coordinator for the next culture camp.
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"l enjoyed the trip to Vancou-

ver the SCARED STRAIGHT

TOUR made me realize how

precious life is n how lucky we
r

~ Darlene Larose

"Thanks TdSherry McKinnonfor

taking me to the Scared
Straight tour was really an Eyg¢
Opener Now | made my Choig
I'm not going to go out Drinkin
Anymore and do my Best to tr
and convince my friends abou

it e"
~ Marie Forsythe Morris

"Scared Straight was an awe-
some trip to go on! Eye opener

for all ages! Thanks to the Offige

of the Wet'suwet'en for giving
me the opportunity to go! Mixing
up the group with elders n youth
was a great mix. It really made
me thank God for all | have and
will never take for granted
again."
~ Sheila Mitchell

Unlockmg Aboriginal Justice

On July 140 1 6, WUAJ brought a to
wet 0en members to the Scar ec
couver East Hastings Street. This was an eye opener
for all who attended on the affects of drugs and alcohol
abuse. Each person we talk

ommend even the smallest amount of drugs or alcohol
as it easily increases to harder types of drugs. All of
who we talked to have had their fair share of heart-
breaks and after the fear of being downtown subsided
that was all you felt for the people there. | would en-
courage this program to everyone.

Submitted by: Sherry McKinnamProgram Coordinator


http://www.facebook.com/sherry.mck
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Wet'suwet' en

Unlocking Aboriginal Justice

On June 1%, Sherry McKinnon was requested by the RCMP and Gitxsan Health to facilitate a workshop on Elder Abuse. Covering signs of
abuse and how to recognize them as well as possible charges if found guilty of Elder abuse. This workshop was well reegigtedembers
who attended request a followup at a later date.

Each year we bring a group of 12 or more to the Courtlinks Program offered by the Justice Education of BC Society. On ARidust
14, WUAJ brought a total of 18 youth from Southbank all the way to Hagwilget attended.
This program allows for our youth to see and learn first hand what the process is in our Provincial and Supreme Court agsvbik duties
and responsibilities each of the legal professions involved.

On August 2d & 3rd, Sandra George, WUAJ Youth worker (Summer position) had the opportunity to join the First Nation Action & Support
Team, Julie Morrison coordinate a twday workshop on youth related issues focusing on suicide prevention.

Promoting healthy living allowed for our members to be guided on hikes with Sandra George. Sandra brought youth and aduésptora-
tion visits to different sites. WUAJ also provided opportunity to bring elders, adults and children berry picking.

Sandra had the opportunity to meet with other youth wpQrkre Yaithwi t h
Empowerment Program, Moricetown Band, Houston Friendship Center and the Health and Wellness Centre in Southbank, BC. Witi#J co
ues to reach out to the eastern territories at least once a month to keep our connections strong.

As of September 1, 2011 WUAJ has a total of 16 Bail/Probation clients, 2 Victim files and 1 WUAJ file. Our clients aceattd in the
Wet 6suwet den territories and due to the effectivenesskelSouthlmaokr pr o
area.

September 14, Missing Women Commission of Inquiry Information session, Moricetown Multiplex
September 21, Southbank client intake
September 29, Sherry McKinnon to facilitate a workshop at the Dreamcatche# Annual Youth Conference in Chase, BC
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WEDZIN KWAH at RISK
Can we still save the river?

Submitted by: Francois Depey, GIS COORDINATOR

Three new provincial parks have been created at the headwaters of Wedzin Kwah (Morice River) mostly in order, to prote
sal mon spawning grounds. Two of those parks were recon
them. It was a good step; however since salmon come from the ocean, in order to spawn, they can only make it to those
tected areas if their lives are not threatened along the way. Their habitat spread from the headwater to the estuary and b
yond, in the subarctic Pacific.

Nowadays, the most dangerous threat may not come from that far away. Only a few kilometers downstream from the Mo
Provincial Park boundary, Enbridge oOproposeddéd to have
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ing from overseas via Kitimat, crossing under Wedzin Kwah. The recent pipeline accident on the Yellowstone River reminded

us that even an underground crossing is not exactly safe. If such a spill would happen on Wedzin Kwah, at the river crams
anywhere else along the 50 kilometers where pipelines would follow the river and its tributaries, it is very unlikely salmon
would recover. After a spill, it is not possible to clean a river to return it to its original state.

Is there a way to protect the whole Wedzin Kwah watershed from the headwater to the estuary?

ing

Some portions of other watersheds have been turned into protected areas, such as the Babine corridor. In other places in the
province, groups of citizens and government agencies worked together to improve the protection of salmon habitat such as on

the Adams River. Other groups of citizens and first nation members work on the protection of the Skeena Watershed, but
clearly we could not turn the whole watershed into a protected area under provincial or federal jurisdiction.

Are government parks the only options for protection of areas within first nation territories?

Though their existence is arguably as old and widespread as human civilization itself, territories and areas conserved geind

nous people and local communities have only recently gained attention in conservation circles. Many indigenous people 4
local communities have self proclaimed their territories, protected areas. They now benefit from stronger support from iate
tional groups. Member organizations represent indigenous groups from around the world. When one of these protected &
is threatened by dangerous forms of developments, this organization can be the whistle blower and action can collectively
taken against a state or threatening industries. The
organization.

The upper Wedzin Kwah watershed (all water flowing into the river upstream from the confluence of the Gosnell river with
Wedzin Kwah) could become one of
those protected areas. It would provide
an additional tool
to fight the threat of an oil pipeline that
would follow the river and cross it up-
stream from the confluence of those two
rivers mentioned above.

It would generate global attention on a
river, salmon and a culture. It could alscC
attract funding to do additional work to
monitor the watershed and improve the
fish inventory.

The Upper Wedzin — :mpmteae 1
Kwah watershed can | upstreamthe

still be protected S
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NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

The Office of the Wetdsuwetden is registered as
this means is that our voice will be heard by the panel and that the OW will receive all correspondence that
concerns the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline Project.

In saying that, your voice is an asset that needs to be heard. Your participation in the process is going to hel
stop this project. Pl ease stop by the Office of
about your territory, your livelihood, your tradition. Add your voice to those who want to protect what is ours.

Nadina Spawning Channels. Photo by OW

Sockeye entering Spawning channels. Photo by OW

There is uncertainty regarding spawning success
conducted a visit to the Nadina River Hatchery

effect of Hatchery operations. The Sockeye were just arriving into the site and there was around 1,300 sock
eye within the channels with more arriving on a consistent basis.

In talking to the caretakers of the Hatchery they were expecting close to-20 thousand sockeye to enter
the facility. Last year they had slightly over 30 thousand sockeye in the channels, and were visited by 13
different Grizzly Bears feeding on the salmon. The expected peak run is around Septembéy, #3you want
to visit the facility it is a long drive over rough roads that are heavily used by logging trucks, and other heaw
machinery. But there is a Nadina Lodge close to the Hatchery that will provide shelter at $45/night, and you
will have to bring your own sleeping bags and food.
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Submitted by: Mike RidsdalBEA Coordinator



