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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose 

This management plan:  

¶ establishes long-term strategic direction for Nadina Mountain Park;  

¶ sets out a vision for the future state of the park;  

¶ addresses current issues affecting that long term vision; and, 

¶ guides day-to-day park management. 

1.2 Planning Area 

Nadina Mountain Park covers 2,789 ha and is located in west-central British Columbia, 
approximately 30 km southwest of Houston (Figure 1).  

The park is one of seven parks and protected areas resulting from the Morice Land and 
Resource Management Plan (LRMP) and associated government-to-government discussions 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴΦ hǘƘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ Burnie-Shea 
Park 40 km to the northwest, Burnie River Protected Area 60 km to the northwest, Atna 
River Park 50 km to the west, Morice Lake Park 30 km to the west, Nenikëkh/Nanika-Kidprice 
Park 25 km to the southwest and Old Man Lake Park 50 km to the northeast. These 
moderate to large backcountry parks were established to increase representation of 
regionally significant ecosystems, to provide opportunities for unroaded wilderness 
recreation, and to protect cultural heritage resources1. Other nearby protected areas 
include: Morice River Ecological Reserve 15 km to the north, Topley Landing and Red Bluff 
parks 90 km to the northeast, Babine Mountains Park 75 km to the north, Uncha Mountains 
Red Hills Park 50 km to the east, and Tweedsmuir Park 40 km to the southeast. 

Nadina Mountain Park is an isolated granitic mountain rising up from the rolling terrain of 
the Nechako Plateau (Figure 2). The mountain is a unique and dominant feature on the 
landscape that contains unique rock formations including large granite pillars. Vegetation 
below treeline is primarily subalpine fir although rare whitebark pine ecosystems also occur. 
The expansive alpine tundra has few vascular plants, but a diverse community of lichen 
species. Most of the low elevation northwest portion of the park consists of wetland habitat. 
The park supports a significant population of Mountain Goats and provides good habitat for 
other wildlife species.  

²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΣ ǘhe park is in the Bi Wini house territory, in the house of 
YŜŜȄǿƛƴƛǘǎ όάIƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘdle of Many) that belongs to the Gitdumden (Bear/Wolf) clan 

                                                      
1
 /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ 
such as culturally modified trees, cultural depressions, symbolic markers, artefacts, gravesites, home 
places, gathering places and traditional use sites ( e.g., for fishing, hunting, tool manufacturing, food 
processing, etc.). 
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(Figure 3). ό{ŜŜ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мΦт ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ Ŏƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳύΦ 
bŀȅŘŜŜƴŀ όbŀŘƛƴŀύ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ƙǳƴǘ 
Caribou, dutney (groundhog) and klayyul (Mountain Goat).  

Access to the park is by the Morice Owen Forest Service road from Houston and then by 
hiking trail from the Owen Lake area. Recreational use in the park includes hiking, wildlife 
viewing and hunting. The park is a popular regional destination for hikers. 

Nadina Mountain Park lies within the Morice Timber Supply Area in the Nadina Forest 
District. The area to the north, east and south of the park is in the Nadina/Owen Resource 
Management Zone, where forest harvesting activities are limited to forest health 
management and are respectful of cultural and natural values; the area to the west of the 
park is under general management direction (Morice LRMP 2007). There are a few mineral 
claims to the north of the park and an old silver mine is located at Owen Lake. 

A detailed account of available information for Nadina Mountain Park can be found in the 
Morice Protected Areas Background Report (Ronalds and Jaward 2008). This background 
report is available on the BC Parks website. 

1.3 Legislative Framework 

bŀŘƛƴŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ tŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ά/ƭŀǎǎ !έ park in May 2008 by the Protected 
Areas of British Columbia (Conservancies and Parks) Amendment Act, 2008. The park is 
named and described in Schedule D of the Protected Areas of British Columbia Act. 

Its management and development is directed by the Park Act. Section 8 of the Park Act 
directs that any interest in land in a park must be authorized by a park use permit. Section 9 
directs that most uses of a natural resource in a park must be authorized by a park use 
permit. 

1.4 Obligations and Agreements 

Nadina Mountain Park was established as a result of the recommendations of the Morice 
LRMP process and subsequent government-to-government processes with First Nations, 
which concluded in 2007. Appendix 1 contains management direction from the Morice LRMP 
for the park.  

General management direction for all new protected areas includes: 

¶ maintaining the conservation, recreation and cultural heritage values and features 
for which the protected area was established;  

¶ completing management plans with First Nations and public participation; 
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¶ continuing existing eligible tenures (e.g., trapping, guiding, commercial recreation) 
and hunting and angling opportunities;  

¶ maintaining existing access routes (e.g., trails and traditional trails) within the 
protected area;  

¶ maintaining existing access opportunities for First Nations, guide outfitters, trappers 
and other tenure holders where motorized opportunities have been restricted; and, 

¶ identifying and protecting archaeological sites, special sites, traditional use (past and 
present) and heritage trails (First Nations and pioneer). 

The Morice LRMP also provided the following area specific goals for Nadina Mountain Park: 

¶ conservation of ecosystem integrity, rare plant communities and wildlife habitat; 

¶ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΤ 

¶ opportunities for a range of recreation uses; and, 

¶ opportunities for education and interpretation of natural and cultural features. 

The specific management intent of the park is to: 

¶ conserve unique ecological values and highly important cultural and spiritual values 
through education and interpretation and compatible non-motorized recreational 
uses. 

Other specific management direction for Nadina Mountain Park from the Morice LRMP 
includes: 

¶ maintaining cultural and heritage features and values; 

¶ maintaining natural and ecological features; 

¶ no motorized use except helicopter access for maintenance of the 
telecommunications tower; and, 

¶ maintaining recreation opportunities that are compatible with cultural and ecological 
values.  

The Morice LRMP also provides direction on motorized uses. Motorized use is not permitted 
in the park. Recreational helicopter access is also not permitted. 

1.5 Existing Tenures and Facilities 

Nadina Mountain Park lies within two hunting guiding territories (609G006, 609G003) and 
within three trapline territories (609T010, 609T011, 604T046). There is a tenured 
communications tower on the mountain. There are no other facilities associated with 
commercial activities in the park. 
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Figure 1: Map 1 ï Nadina Mountain Park Regional Context 
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Figure 2: Map 2 ï Nadina Mountain Park 
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Figure 3: Map 3 ï Nadina Mountain Park/Wetôsuwetôen House Territories 
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1.6 The Planning Process 

The management plan for Nadina Mountain Park was developed together with management 
plans for six other parks and protected areas (Atna River Park, Burnie-Shea Park, Burnie River 
Protected Area, Morice Lake Park, Nenikëkh/Nanika-Kidprice Park, Old Man Lake Park) that 
were established as a result of the Morice LRMP process and associated government-to-
government processes with First Nations. All seven parks and protected areas fall within the 
²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ 5ǊŀŦǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ Ŏƻ-operatively with the 
hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴΥ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƻǊƛŎŜ 
LRMP, park values (natural, cultural, and recreation), discussions with Ministry of 
Environment staff, discussions with stakeholders, and public input. Discussions with 
stakeholders and bi-ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
September 2008. Public input into the management plans was solicited through open houses 
that were held in Smithers on October 28, 2009 and in Houston on November 2, 2009. In the 
fall of 2009, draft management plans were also available for review on the BC Parks website 
for 30 days.  

1.7 Collaborative Working Relationship with the Office of the 
Wetôsuwetôen 

This management plan reflects the results of a joint park management planning initiative 
within Wet'suwet'en territory between representatives of the Office of Wet'suwet'en and 
the BC Government. The parties were committed to working together in a spirit of mutual 
respect, understanding, and co-operation in a government-to-government manner. The 
recommendations for the management plan were collaboratively developed and based on 
achieving consensus. 

Wetôsuwetôen Matrilineal and Hereditary Chief Systems 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴΣ ƘŀǾŜ been living in this part of the 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƳƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ннΣллл ƪƳ2 and the 
²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘent on many types of fish and wildlife in the area.  

¢ƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŀǘǊƛƭƛƴŜŀƭ system and are socio-politically structured by 
the clan. There are five clans: 

¶ Gilseyhyu (Big Frog); 

¶ Gitdumden (Bear/Wolf); 

¶ Laksaamishyu (Fireweed/Killer Whale); 

¶ Laksilyu (Small Frog); and, 

¶ Tsayu (Beaver). 

Each clan has two or three houses, which are kin-based groups also known as Yikhs. There 
are 13 houses in total, each an autonomous collective that has jurisdiction over up to six 
defined geographical areas known as house territories, for a total of 38 house territories in 
ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
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ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ όƳŀǘǊƛƭƛƴŜŀƭύΦ ! ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƳŀǊǊȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ 
her own clan. 

9ŀŎƘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ΨŘƛƴƛȊŜΩόƳŀƴύ ƻǊ ΨǘǎŀƪȊŜΩ όǿƻƳŀƴύ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
making important decisions and settling disputes. Hereditary chiefs are entrusted with the 
stewardship of a territory by virtue of the hereditary name they hold. It is the responsibility 
of a head chief to ensure that the house territory is managed in a responsible manner so 
that the territory will always produce enough game, fish, berries and medicines to support 
the subsistence, trade and customary needs of house members. All hereditary titles or 
names, which belong to specific house groups, are given out at feasts or potlatches. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛŜŦΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ 
passed on to the next house chief that earns the responsibility by demonstrating 
commitment to the nation, the clan, and the house and through participation in the feast 
system. Becoming a chief is a lifelong process. Feasts or potlatches have long been 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΦ 

1.8 Community Involvement 

The village of Houston, 30 km to the northeast of the park, is the closest community to 
Nadina Mountain Park. Many residents who live in Smithers, Telkwa and Burns Lake also 
share an interest in the management of this area. ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ 
¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΤ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ in particular, will play a 
key role in the management of Nadina Mountain Park, due to their strong cultural ties and 
interest in maintaining the conservation values. The park is also located within the Bulkley-
Nechako Regional District. 
 
Ongoing engagement and outreach with local communities will be required to ensure that 
residents are aware of, and supportive of, Nadina Mountain Park. This will include 
continued dialogue with residents in the local area and any provincial and/or local interest 
groups or local governments who have expressed interest in the park.  
 
Interests will be addressed through ongoing outreach activities associated with 
management operations. Collaboration, along with community outreach activities, will help 
to increase First Nation and non-aboriginal community awareness and engagement in 
management of this park.  
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2.0 Values and Roles of the Park 

2.1 Significance in the Protected Areas System 

Nadina Mountain Park is significant in the parks and protected areas system because it: 

¶ protects an isolated granitic mountain; 

¶ protects a relatively isolated Mountain Goat population and rare whitebark pine 
ecosystems; and, 

¶ protects a traditional hunting ground ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ bŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

2.2 Values and Roles 

Biological Diversity and Natural Environment Values and Role  

Values 

Isolated Mountain Feature 

Nadina Mountain is an isolated granitic intrusion within rolling volcanic and sedimentary 
plateau country. It rises up to 2,300 meters from a plateau that lies mostly below 1,100 
meters. Unique physical features include large granitic pillars. Nutritionally poor soils 
from the granitic substrate result in few vascular plants in the alpine, but a diverse lichen 
community.  

Ecosystem Representation 

Nadina Mountain Park lies entirely within the Nechako Upland (NEU) Ecosection and 
contributes <1% to the representation of this ecosection. Nadina Mountain Park contains 
four biogeoclimatic subzones/variants (Table 1).  

The vegetation in Nadina Mountain Park is a mixture of mostly subalpine fir forests, pine 
forests and alpine. Most of the forests in the park are over 80 years old. The expansive 
alpine tundra has few vascular plants, but a diverse community of lichen species. 

Species and Ecological Communities of Conservation Concern 

Blue-listed2 whitebark pine trees occur in the park. Although whitebark pine ecosystems 
in the ESSFmc have not yet been listed, similar whitebark pine ecosystems in the ESSFmk 
are blue-listed. Mountain pine beetles are present in the park and may kill both mature 
lodgepole pine and whitebark pine. White pine blister rust (an alien invasive pathogen 
introduced to British Columbia in the 1920s) is also killing whitebark pine trees; young 

                                                      
2
 Blue list = list of ecological communities, and indigenous species and subspecies of special concern in 
B.C. Red list = list of ecological communities, and indigenous species and subspecies that are extirpated, 
endangered or threatened in B.C. (http://www.env.gov.bc.cs/atrisk/faq3.html#1). 
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trees are more susceptible to white pine blister rust than older trees. Seed caching by 
/ƭŀǊƪΩǎ Nutcrackers is the primary dispersal mechanism for whitebark pine. The primary 
ŦƻƻŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ bǳǘŎǊŀŎƪŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǿƘƛǘŜōŀǊƪ ǇƛƴŜ ǎŜŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀŎƘŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΤ 
ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǇƛƴŜ ōŜŜǘƭŜ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ 
NutcrackeǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ƻƳŜ DǊƛȊȊƭȅ .ŜŀǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘƛǘŜōŀǊƪ ǇƛƴŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ 
Nutcracker caches.  

Table 1: Biogeoclimatic Zone Representation 

Biogeoclimatic (BEC) subzone 

Area of 
BEC in 
Nadina 

Mountain 
Park (ha) 

Total Area 
of BEC 

Protected 
in the 

Province 
(ha) 

% Total Area 
of BEC 

Protected in 
the Province 
Contributed 
by Nadina 
Mountain 

Park 

% BEC 
Protected 

in the 
Province  

Sub-boreal Spruce moist, cold, 
Nechako variant 

SBSmc2 204 275 562 <1% 13% 

Engelmann Spruce ï Subalpine Fir 
moist, cold 

ESSFmc 1 634 263 495 <1% 23% 

Engelmann Spruce ï Subalpine Fir 
moist, cold parkland 

ESSFmcp 252 46 441 <1% 20% 

Boreal Altai Fescue Alpine BAFA 695 839 357 <1% 27% 

Fresh Water (in all subzones)  5 436 424 <1% 16% 

Total  2 790
1 

   

1
 Total area is calculated using GIS; therefore, it differs slightly from the legal area 

Fish and Wildlife Habitat 

Nadina Mountain Park provides important habitat for wildlife that live in and around the 
park. The Mountain Goat population consists of about 60 goats. Recent radio-telemetry 
studies demonstrated that Mountain Goats preferred the southwest aspect of the 
mountain but were also found on all sides of the mountain. Mountain Goats from Nadina 
Mountain likely support satellite bluff populations throughout the surrounding 
landscapes in the Morice Timber Supply Area. An important mineral lick is located just 
northwest of the park boundary within an Ungulate Winter Range. Peak use of the trail to 
the mineral lick by Mountain Goats (primarily females) occurs in the spring (June/early 
July). 

Grizzly Bears are known to use the area on and around Nadina Mountain and a den site 
has been located on Nadina Mountain. Lower elevations in the park also provide habitat 
for Moose and Deer3. 

Ecosystem services 

Nadina Mountain Park also provides important ecosystem services (the benefits that 
people receive from ecosystems) that include clean water, natural flood control, carbon 

                                                      
3
 Mule Deer are the primary species of deer in this area; however, White-tailed Deer may also be present. 
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storage, air purification, nutrient cycling, food, biodiversity, recreation, aesthetic 
experience and spiritual experience.  

Role 

The conservation role of Nadina Mountain Park is to protect an isolated granitic mountain 
and its associated natural values including Mountain Goats, Grizzly Bears, whitebark pine, 
lichen communities and granitic spires.  

Cultural Heritage Values and Roles  

Values and Uses 

bŀȅŘŜŜƴŀ όbŀŘƛƴŀύ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ƙǳƴǘ 
Caribou, dutney (Hoary Marmot) and klayyul (Mountain Goat). Caribou would be snared, 
with the snare tied to a piece of wood. The wood would be dragged around after the 
Caribou was caught in the snare. When the animal tired of towing the wood or the wood 
was tangled in trees or rocks, the Caribou was harvested with spears or arrows.  

Role 

¢ƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ bŀŘƛƴŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜέ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ bŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎƘƛŜved through protecting 
significant cultural heritage values and resources, supplying food for sustenance, 
providing cultural education, exercising traditional activities, and linking to the land 
through job opportunities and management of the park.  

Recreation Values and Roles 

Values 

Recreational activities in Nadina Mountain Park include hiking, mountaineering, wildlife 
viewing, rock climbing and hunting. The mountain is a regional destination for hikers but 
level of use is generally low due to steep trails.  

Two routes have been identified up the mountain (see Map 2). One route starts at the 
lodge at Owen Lake just east of the park and runs up Klate Creek to Base Lake and then 
up the mountain. This route is approximately 8 km long. An alternate access point for this 
route was developed from a nearby cutblock but is difficult to find. The second route 
starts in a cutblock near the northeast boundary of the park.  

Mountain Goats are under Limited Entry Hunting regulations with 14 permits issued for 
the park and surrounding area each year. 
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Role 

The recreation role of Nadina Mountain Park is to provide non-motorized recreational 
opportunities such as hiking, mountaineering, wildlife viewing, rock climbing and hunting 
on an isolated granitic mountain, that are ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
values.  
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3.0 Management Direction 

3.1 Vision 

Nadina Mountain Park conserves an isolated mountain feature that stands 
alone on the Nechako Plateau. Mountain Goats thrive on the rugged 
mountain terrain while lower elevations provide habitat for Moose, deer, 
Grizzly Bears and American Black Bears and other wildlife species. The 
Wetôsuwetôen people maintain and use the parkôs resources for social, 
ceremonial and cultural activities. Recreational users are challenged by the 
steep terrain while enjoying hiking, scenic views, wildlife viewing, and 
hunting. 

 

3.2 Management Issues, Goals, Objectives, and Strategies 

Biological Diversity and Natural Environment 

Management Issues/Interests: 
¶ Mountain Goats are hunted by residents under Limited Entry Hunting 

regulations and by guide-outfitters with quotas. The Mountain Goat population 
size will need to be monitored periodically to assess its status and harvest rates. 

¶ Disturbance by recreational use could potentially affect Mountain Goat kid 
survival by displacing them to lower quality habitat. 

¶ Grizzly Bears are known to use the park. Recreational use could result in negative 
human-bear interactions. 

¶ There is no ground-based information on the location or state of species and 
ecological communities of conservation concern in the park. Recreational use of 
the park could negatively impact species and ecological communities of 
conservation concern. 

¶ Lichen communities are sensitive to physical disturbance. 

¶ Mountain pine beetles and white pine blister rust are affecting whitebark pine 
stands. Mountain pine beetle attack affecting mature whitebark pine trees could 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ bǳǘŎǊŀŎƪŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

¶ Development, including forest harvesting, is occurring outside of the park and 
could potentially affect park values, including wildlife that uses areas both within 
and outside of the park. Development on the landscape surrounding the park 
will continue to alter adjacent habitat and access. 

¶ Global climate change will continue to alter weather patterns, hydrology, and 
vegetation, with resulting effects on fish, wildlife and human activity. Potential 
effects of climate change include: reorganization of ecosystems including 
potential new ecosystems; changes in wildlife ranges including the possibility of 
extirpation of wildlife from the park or park complex; and increased likelihood of 
wildfire and forest insect epidemics. 



 

Nadina Mountain Park Management Plan ς March 2010 14 

 

Goal Objective Management Strategies 

Intact park values The carbon footprint from 
park operations is 
minimized. 

 ̫ Measure carbon footprint of park activities (both 
management and visitor activities). 

 ̫ Minimize greenhouse gas emissions from park management 
actions. 

Effects of climate change 
on park values are better 
understood. 

 ̫ Summarize/evaluate potential effects of climate change on 
park weather, hydrology, vegetation, fish and wildlife based 
on existing information. 

 ̫ Use the summary to determine appropriate actions for 
managing climate change impacts. 

 ̫ Encourage research/monitoring of the effects of climate 
change on park values and ecosystem functioning. 

The public, industry and 
communities are aware of 
the ecological services and 
benefits that the park 
provides. 

 ̫ Highlight the ecological services and benefits that this park 
provides for downstream users, communities and industry 
(i.e., on park signs, in brochures, in newspapers, on the BC 
Parks website, etc.). 

Access management 
planning adjacent to the 
park considers park values. 

 ̫ Support and participate in developing an interagency access 
management plan (Morice LRMP objective) in areas 
adjacent to the park. 

Forest harvesting activities 
and related access on 
neighbouring lands have 
minimal impacts on park 
values. 

 ̫ Work with the Ministry of Forests and Range and forest 
licensees to minimize the effects of forest harvesting 
activities and related access on adjacent lands on park 
values. 

Healthy wildlife 
populations and 
habitat 

Mountain Goats continue to 
occupy Nadina Mountain 
Park and live largely 
undisturbed in their natural 
environment. 

 ̫ Monitor recreational use levels. 

 ̫ Assess effects of disturbance on Mountain Goats if use 
levels increase. 

 ̫ Consider implementing use restrictions during the kidding 
season (i.e., no recreational use before July 1) if required. 

 ̫ Monitor Mountain Goat harvests. 

 ̫ Do not develop trails/facilities near important Mountain Goat 
habitat or mineral licks. 

 ̫ Conduct a Mountain Goat population survey every 3 - 5 
years to assess sustainability of harvest rates. 

 ̫ Assess Mountain Goats dispersal into and out of the park. 

Grizzly Bears and American 
Black Bears continue to 
occupy Nadina Mountain 
Park and interactions with 
humans are avoided. 

 ̫ Conduct bear hazard assessments for current facilities and 
trails. 

 ̫ Reduce potential for bear-human interactions where 
necessary. 

 ̫ Conduct bear hazard assessments for facilities and trails 
proposed in the future. 

Naturally 
functioning species 
and ecological 
communities of 
conservation 
concern, and lichen 
communities 

Species and ecological 
communities of 
conservation concern are 
viable and are protected 
from human disturbance. 

 ̫ Assess current trails for impact on or overlap with species 
and ecological communities of conservation concern. 

 ̫ Re-route trails where possible to avoid negative impacts to 
species and ecological communities of conservation 
concern 

 ̫ Avoid species and ecological communities of conservation 
concern for any future proposed facilities and trails. 

 ̫ Conduct Backcountry Recreation Impact Assessment 
Monitoring along trails and routes that traverse lichen 
communities. In areas where lichen communities are 
becoming adversely impacted, restrict recreational use to 
designated trails. 

Whitebark pine is 
represented on the 
landscape. 

 ̫ Work with the Ministry of Forests and Range to identify the 
extent of mountain pine beetle attack and white pine blister 
rust in whitebark pine stands. 

 ̫ When identifying whitebark pine ecosystems, distinguish 
between those that occur on dry rocky slopes and those that 
occur on coarse parent materials. 

 ̫ Support research on the function of whitebark pine 
ecosystems, including the status, diet and dynamics of 
Clarkôs Nutcrackers following the mountain pine beetle 
epidemic. 

 ̫ Collect rust resistant whitebark pine seed and plant 
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Goal Objective Management Strategies 

whitebark pine trees where viable and feasible. 

 ̫ Monitor the status of any new strategies for maintaining 
whitebark pine stands and consider applying those 
strategies where possible. 

 ̫ Consider prescribed fire for managing/conserving whitebark 
pine stands where appropriate. 

Naturally 
functioning and 
resilient 
ecosystems and 
processes 

Park lands are not isolated 
from the larger ecosystem 
in which they are 
embedded. 

 ̫ Identify important links between ecosystems within the park 
and areas outside the park. 

 ̫ Work with adjacent land managers to maintain connectivity 
between the park and the broader landscape. 

 

Cultural Heritage Management 

Management Issues/Interests: 
¶ ¢ƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ bŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

protected. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ bŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ greater connection with the 
park, and re-establishing known historical trails and campsites that were 
previously used. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ²ŜǘΩǎǳǿŜǘΩŜƴ bŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
park. 
 

Goal Objective Management Strategies 

Intact cultural 
heritage and 
historical 
resources 

Cultural heritage resources 
and historic sites are 
identified and protected. 

 ̫ Perform historical and ethnographic research, and cultural 
heritage field inventories if developments are proposed. 

 ̫ Identify threats to cultural heritage resources and implement 
protective measures that may include marking areas as off-
limits and distributing maps of prohibited areas. 

 ̫ Educate rangers and Watchmen on how to identify cultural 
heritage resources. 

 ̫ Promote Wetôsuwetôen language by indicating Wetôsuwetôen 
name places (creeks, lakes, summits) on maps and other 
publications. 

First Nations 
people reconnect 
with the park 

First Nation people use the 
park for traditional and 
sustenance activities. 

 ̫ Maintain opportunities for Wetôsuwetôen traditional, 
sustenance and harvesting activities. 

 ̫ Work towards re-establishing historical Wetôsuwetôen trails 
and campsites. 

 ̫ Increase public and Wetôsuwetôen community awareness 
regarding traditional, sustenance use and harvesting 
activities. 

 ̫ Deliver annual community workshops that facilitate the 
sharing of park management issues and gather input from 
traditional knowledge. 

 ̫ Support management approaches that help maintain wildlife 
populations for traditional and sustenance activities. 

The park name is 
meaningful to the 
Wetôsuwetôen Nation. 

 ̫ Identify an appropriate addition of a Wetôsuwetôen name in 
Wetôsuwetôen language to the park name. 

 ̫ Recommend legislation be revised to be consistent with the 
new park name. 

Healthy local 
tourism industry  

The park contributes to 
local employment, 
especially cultural tourism 
associated with the 
Wetôsuwetôen. 

 ̫ Encourage tourism operators to establish working 
relationships with the Wetôsuwetôen and seek opportunities 
for mutual benefits. 

 ̫ Permit and support development of appropriate cultural 
tourism activities. 

 ̫ Identify and allocate appropriate tenured opportunities to 
assist local economic diversification, particularly local First 
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Goal Objective Management Strategies 

Nations. 

Collaborative park 
stewardship with 
the Wetôsuwetôen 
Nation 

Foster collaborative park 
stewardship between 
British Columbia and the 
Wetôsuwetôen Nation in a 
government-to-government 
manner. 

 ̫ Consider undertaking a formal agreement for collaborative 
stewardship. 

 ̫ Engage Wetôsuwetôen in operation and management of the 
park. 

 ̫ Include Wetôsuwetôen in management activities and 
monitoring. 

Communication of 
cultural heritage 

Visitors to the park are 
aware of the rich cultural 
heritage of the park. 

 ̫ Include cultural heritage information in interpretive materials. 

 ̫ Facilitate education and sharing of Wetôsuwetôen culture 
through the use of historical names in the park. 

  

Recreation Values Management 

Management Issues/Interests: 
¶ There is more than one route up the mountain but resources are only available 

to maintain one route. One route starts near Owen Lake on private property and 
goes to Base Lake before ascending up the mountain. An alternate trailhead was 
developed to avoid the private property but has not been maintained. The 
portion of the trail from the trailhead to Base Lake is outside of the park. This 
route is relatively long, generally requires an overnight stay (usually at Base 
Lake), and is hard to follow in some places near treeline. A second route up the 
mountain originates in a cutblock near the northeast boundary of the park; most 
of this route is in the park. 

¶ There is no water available on the top of the mountain and camping locations on 
the top of the mountain are virtually non-existent. 

¶ The park was zoned non-motorized by the Morice LRMP. 

¶ A communications tower on the summit of the mountain requires helicopter 
access for maintenance. 

¶ Currently, recreation information available for Nadina Mountain Park is limited. 
 

Goal Objective Management Strategies 

Ground-based 
wilderness 
recreation 
opportunities that 
are in harmony with 
natural and cultural 
values 

Access up the mountain is 
maintained on one main 
trail. 

 ̫ Maintain the trail that originates in the cutblock near the 
northeast boundary of the park; do not maintain other trails. 

 ̫ Work with the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts, 
Recreation Sites and Trails Branch to maintain any portion 
of the trail that occurs outside of the park. 

 ̫ Work with the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts, 
Recreation Sites and Trails Branch to provide suitable 
facilities ( e.g., parking area, sign) at the trailhead if 
required. 

Park visitors are aware of 
park values and 
recreational opportunities 
in the park. 

 ̫ Provide a sign at the trailhead that shows the park boundary 
and main trail, and that discusses park values, avoidance of 
Mountain Goats, bear-human interactions, and trail 
conditions (e.g., steep, some sections with slippery rocks, 
no water on the mountain top, etc.). 

 ̫ Provide information on recreational opportunities and visitor 
safety (e.g., steep trail, potential slippery sections, bear-
human interactions, lack of water on the mountain top, travel 
on industrial roads) on the brochure and website. 

Access is non-motorized.  ̫ Allow helicopter access only for maintenance of the 
telecommunications tower under park use permit. 
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3.3 Zoning 

Zoning assists in the planning and management of protected areas. In general terms, zoning 
divides an area into logical units to apply consistent management objectives. The zones 
reflect the intended land use, the degree of human use desired, and the level of 
management and development required. 

At one end of the spectrum, the Intensive Recreation Zone indicates a portion of a protected 
area that is appropriate for high levels of recreation and facility development. At the 
opposite end, the Wilderness Conservation Zone indicates an area of a protected area that 
receives the highest level of resource protection and minimal human presence. In addition, 
there are three other zones providing a range of conservation and use priorities ς Nature 
Recreation Zone, Special Feature Zone and Wilderness Recreation Zone. 

All of Nadina Mountain Park is zoned Wilderness Recreation (Figure 4) to protect a remote, 
undisturbed natural landscape, to provide backcountry recreation opportunities, and to 
reflect the non-motorized designation of the park by the Morice LRMP. Motorized 
recreational activities, including helicopter access, are not permitted in the park. Helicopter 
access is only permitted to service the existing communications tower. 
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Figure 4: Map 4 ï Nadina Mountain Park Management Zones 


